
MSC FOOD SECURITY POLICY AND MANAGEMENT
Ending food insecurity and malnutrition remains one of 
the greatest challenges facing our global community 
as we transform our societies in the face of the climate 
emergency.

This Masters programme is aimed at addressing the 
demand for relevant skills in meeting the Sustainable 
Development Goal 2 challenges of ending famine and 
hunger, improving nutrition and promoting sustainable 
agri-food systems.

It is one of the few Masters courses worldwide 
specifically focussed on the design and 
implementation of food and nutrition security policies 
and programmes within the context of sustainable 
food systems, humanitarian action and climate change.  

The aim is to help build a cadre of professionals to deal 
with the complexity of, and inform research and policy 
about, the daily realities of the food and nutritionally 
insecure, guiding the transformation of the global food 
system toward a more sustainable and equitable future 
where no-one goes hungry.

CORE CONTENT 
Class-based teaching with a research project. 

- Food Security Policy

- Programme Planning & Management

- Sustainable Food Systems

- Nutrition & Dietary Quality

- Public Health and Information Systems

- Humanitarian Action, Gender and Rural Development

- Applied Research Project & Research Methods

ENQUIRIES: 

Dr Stephen Thornhill E  s.thornhill@ucc.ie 

Dr Edward Lahiff E e.lahiff@ucc.ie

w https://www.cubsucc.com/programmes/   
pg/food-security-policy-and-management/

The programme equips students with the requisite skills 
and knowledge to manage and evaluate food security 
projects and programmes, develop and implement policies 
and conduct cutting-edge research. 

It provides an opportunity for graduates and practitioners 
to obtain an advanced qualification and pursue fulfilling 
careers with a wide range of organisations, including UN 
agencies, NGOs, government, private sector companies 
and research institutions around the world.

The MSc degree is based in the International Development 
Unit of UCC’s Department of Food Business and 
Development. Our academic team has a long history of 
engagement in developing country research and practice, 
including partnerships with universities, NGOs, 
governments and UN organisations in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
the Middle East, South & South-East Asia, the Caribbean 
and Latin America. 

The MSc also involves collaboration with the International 
Food Policy Research Institute, a globally-renowned 
research organisation, conducting food policy research in 
developing countries over the past 40 years. IFPRI offers 
specialist workshops and classes and provides research 
materials and methods for the delivery of the programme.

We welcome recent graduates and those with relevant work 

experience. 

COLLABORATION WITH IFPRI 

Course Information 
Duration: 1 Year (full-time). 
PAC Code: CKL04 
Minimum Requirement: 
2nd Class Honours Degree (Level 8), or 
3 years' relevant work experience 

Helping end hunger and malnutrition 

Testimonials

“The programme is excellent. The most 
comprehensive content I have seen on food 
security-related issues”
Dr Stephen Devereux, Institute of Development 
Studies, University of Sussex

”I chose this course because it brings together 
my three personal passions of health, food and 
the environment …. it has been a really solid step 
in building my career”  
Nancy-Jane Bulfin, Graduate 2020, 
INTRAC (former intern at IFAD, Rome)
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