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MINUTES 
 

AGRINATURA GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING (GA) –  ONLINE 

21 May, 2021 via Microsoft TEAMS (Join meeting via link)  

 

PRESIDENCY: 

GLYNN Carolyn (Agrinatura President, SLU, Sweden), CHANCELLOR Timothy (Agrinatura 
Vice-President, NRI, University of Greenwich, UK) 

 

OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF AGRINATURA MEMBERS: 

BERG Torsten (Aarhus University, Denmark), BROIN Mélanie (Agropolis, France), MELCHER 
Andreas (BOKU, Austria), NORGROVE Lindsey (BHF Bern, Switzerland), PFEIFFER Simone 
(CBL, Germany), SERS Jean-Michel (CIRAD, France), CHALOUPKOVÁ Petra (CZU Prague, 
Czech Republic), LEUNER Olga (CZU Prague, Czech Republic), BONATI Guido (CREA, Italy), 
PORRAS ACUNA Miguel (FiBL, Switzerland), HALLER Lisa (FiBL, Switzerland), BOECKX 
Pascal (Ghent University, Belgium), KORPELAINEN Helena (University Helsinki, Finland), 
HAWKINS Richard (ICRA, Netherlands), PEREZ Myriam (ICRA, Netherlands), GROSS 
Mariette (ICRA, Netherlands), ANDRES Ludovic (ISTOM, France),  ARBANTES Maria de 
Graça (ULisboa - Instituto Superior de Agronomia, Portugal), KRUIJSEN Froukje (KIT, 
Netherlands), VANDERDRISSCHE Hilde (KU Leuven, Belgium), ROKKA Susanna (LUKE, 
Finland), WESTBY Andrew (NRI, University of Greenwich, UK), AINSLIE Andrew (University 
of Reading, UK), DIMITRIOU Jannis (SLU, Sweden), PILLOT Didier (Montpellier SupAgro, 
France), ONAKUSE Stephen (University College Cork, Ireland), CALLENIUS Carolin 
(University of Hohenheim, Germany), FRANCIS Frédéric (University of Liége, Gembloux, 
Belgium), BECH BRUNN Thilde (UCPH, University of Copenhagen, Denmark), HANSEN Anja 
(UCPH, University of Copenhagen), LARONDELLE Yvan (UCLouvain, Belgium), 
WAGENMAKERS Patricia (WUR, Netherlands),  MANSKE Günther (ZEF, Bonn University, 
Germany), 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/93c1081f-d98e-4ca7-8348-16ee9c255a1a
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JOINT SECRETARIAT:  

SLÁMOVÁ Tereza (Agrinatura Association Secretary General), Andy Frost (Agrinatura-EEIG) 

 

OTHERS: 

ORLANDONI Olimpia (VCA4D), DABAT Marie Helene (VCA4D), BUMGART Sara (VCA4D), 
YILDIRIM Heval (VCA4D), MEI Giorgia (VCA4D), RAHOVA Anita (EEIG Secretariat), HEATH 
Simon (ICA Secretary General), VÝLUPKOVÁ Dana (ICA Secretariat)  

 

OPENING SESSION 

 

The General Assembly 2021 held as online meeting via Microsoft TEAMS. The meeting 

started by introduction by President Carolyn Glynn. She addressed the issue that is most 

pressing in the recent times and point out that Agrinatura works in LifeSciences Research and 

Innovation, Education, Value Chains, and huge number of different aspects of Sustaiable 

Food and Nutrition Security. “We work for the poorest people in the world and for the entire 

World” she also stated. Although it was second year online we had great attendance of 41 

participants showed their commitment towards our work. President, Carolyn Glynn 

appreciated that members see “the importance that we have good governance and inclusive 

way of dealing with our business”. All of us does make contribution, we are representatives 

of hundreds and in some cases thousands of researchers of people working in agriculture for 

global development.  

President Carolyn Glynn launched the session by asking for the approval of the Agenda for 

the 2021 GA online meeting. Further she gave the floor to Secretary General (Tereza 

Slámová) to continue with the meeting.  

RESULT OF VOTING: The agenda for the Agrinatura General Assembly 2021 was unanimously approved by the 21 
present members. Agenda in the presentation slide 02. 

 

 RESULTS OF ONLINE VOTING 

 

In current situation with persistent COVID-19 pandemics, the Agrinatura Board of 

Directors made decision that: “the General Assembly 2021 will be held online”. This decision, 

exclusively for the General Assembly 2021, was taken because of the unforeseeable and 

complex situation required exceptional action. Agrinatura Board of Directors, instead 

conducted the meeting in form of an electronic vote for business matters. The vote was open 

during the period early April until 15 May 2021. 

https://agrinatura-eu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Agrinatura-Online-meeting-presenatiton_21_05_2021.pdf
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Voting was conducted electronically (Voting Sheet ), announcement was send 45 days prior 

to the meeting with all related documentation. Member organisation’s representative voted 

(27 in total), signed the form and return to secretariat@agrinatura-eu.eu. The results of the 

voting were approved by a simple majority of the votes cast. Results of the voting were 

presented at the meeting. Seven questions related to the Business namely Minute from last 

GA 2020 online meeting; Financial report 2020; Budget 2021 and changes in membership.  

• Q1 Do you approve the Minutes from the General Assembly 2020 Online meeting?  

• Q2 Do you approve the Financial Report 2020?  

• Q3 Do you approve Budget for year 2021?  

One point was risen, with regards to MS FSCC project. Explanation was presented to the 

Assembly members. Out of four unpaid invoices two were already paid on 31st December 

2019. Therefore, the overall effect was that we decreased provisions for unsecure payments 

for this project and this made subsequent changes through the entire Financial report 2020 

and Budget 2021. This updated Financial report 2020 and Budget 2021 will be send to the 

Members for comments till 1st September 2021. Further will be accepted on no objection 

basis. 

Second part of voting was with regards to the changes in membership and changes in the 

composition of Board of Directors. 

• Q4 Do you approve withdraw of MATE Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life 

Sciences from Agrinatura Association, upon their request (they have fulfilled all their 

obligations towards Agrinatura Association)? 

• Q5 Do you approve Susanna Rokka from the Natural Resources Institute Finland, 

LUKE, Finland as a member of Board of Directors?  

• Q6 Do you approve Ludovic Andres from the Ecole Supérieure D'agro-

Développement International (ISTOM), France as a member of Board of Directors? 

• Q7 Do you approve Guido Bonati from the Council for Agricultural Research and 

Economics (CREA), Italy as a member of Board of Directors? 

 

RESULT OF VOTING: The Minutes from the Agrinatura General Assembly 2020 Online were 

unanimously approved by the 27 members voted electronically. 

RESULT OF VOTING: The Financial Report 2020 was unanimously approved by the 27 members voted 

electronically. 

RESULT OF VOTING: The Budget for year 2021 was unanimously approved by the 27 members voted 

electronically. 

RESULT OF VOTING: The withdrawal of the MATE Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

from the Agrinatura Association was unanimously approved by the 27 members voted electronically. 

https://agrinatura-eu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/5.-Voting-Sheet-Agrinatura-General-Assembly-31_03_2021_ver2.pdf
https://agrinatura-eu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/5.1Minutes-Agrinatura-GA-Online-meeting-2020.pdf
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RESULT OF VOTING: The acceptance of Susanna Rokka from the Natural Resources Institute Finland, 

LUKE, Finland as a member of Board of Directors was unanimously approved by the 27 members voted 

electronically. 

RESULT OF VOTING: The acceptance of Ludovic Andres from the Ecole Supérieure D'agro-

Développement International (ISTOM), France as a member of Board of Directors was unanimously 

approved by the 27 members voted electronically. 

RESULT OF VOTING: The acceptance of Guido Bonati from the Council for Agricultural Research and 

Economics (CREA), Italy as a member of Board of Directors was unanimously approved by the 27 

members voted electronically. 

Newly elected Board Members gave short introduction about themselves. Susanna Rokka 

senior scientist at LUKE, biochemistry background as an interest African studies and social 

sciences. Ludovic Andres agroeconomist and he worked in value chains and was involved in 

VCA4D aquaculture project, and in food systems. He has an experience in food security. 

Guido Bonati work in agriculture research and cooperation with ministry of agriculture and 

foreign affairs. He is agricultural economist, work with digitalisation of agriculture, use of 

natural resources, climate change and food systems.  

 

ACTIVITY REPORT 2020 

 

Petra Chaloupková (Board of Directors member) reported the Directors activity report for last 

year 2020. Although the persistent Covid-19 pandemics Agrinatura was able to develop new 

activities and keep active. Main activities of Board of Directors were to keep with the 

objectives of Agrinatura such as to play a pro-active policy advocacy role for ARD done mainly 

by the Advocacy WG. To develop, strengthen and encourage strategic alliances, partnerships 

and networks. Agrinatura has ongoing discussion and collaboration with following 

organisations, DG INPTA; EU AU Partnership; EFARD – 2020–2022 participation online 

survey; FAO (TAP) – MOU signed 2020, participation at TAP newsletter and steering 

committee, FARA – joint discussion and participation at InfoPoint, GCHERA - Representation 

of European Universities, participation at GA and new roadmap, ICA – participation at ICA 

Forum, Task Force, LEAP4FNSSA – 9 members of Agrinatura in project, but Agrinatura is not 

a member, RUFORUM – joint collaboration on InfoPoint and Independent Dialogues UNFSS, 

joint virtual meeting part of EU-AU Summit (oct 2020), INTPA interest of this Partnership, 

AGM, YPARD – joint competition and development of Workshop proposal for next Tropentag 

(Hohenheim, Germany 2021). To organize, facilitate and implement joint participation in 

European and international programs and projects. Agrinatura is involved in the international 

projects 3 of them finished last year or this year (MS FSCC, SIMPLE, PISAI projects). Ongoing 

projects under coordination and implementation of EEIG (VCA4D, 2FAS, ATAB, NRF, ARES, 

DeSIRA Lift). This year there will be project submission where Agrinatura Association will be 
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Associate partner. Also there is still possibility for cooperation on joint proposal ERASMUS+ 

in case of interest please contact Secretariat (secretariat@agrinatura-eu.eu). To disseminate 

our experiences, values and knowledge. To disseminate our experiences, values and 

knowledge. Maintenance of the websites and social media, Launch of the Intranet (ask for 

the access SG), Publication of 3 electronic newsletters, Tropentag (Hybrid event, Hohenheim, 

Germany, September 2021), YPARD Agrinatura e-competition, Internal Operation 

Guidelines development, FNSSA Stakeholders Engagement Week (June 2021), European 

Development Days (June 2021), Food System Summit (June 2021), Establishing the 

Agrinatura Knowledge bank, One Planet Fellowship Program – topics or presentation you 

would like to share and it will be useful once Agrinatura is asked for presentation or speech. 

To manage the network done by 6 virtual Board of Directors meeting, election of the new 

Presidency and Vice-Presidency, regular meetings with current presidency to help the 

transition. Thanks to all of your contribution and acknowledgment for huge amount of work 

done.  

Acknowledgment of the leaving Board members Didier Pillot, Petra Chaloupková, Torsten 

Berg, Stephen Onakuse, Jean – Michel Sers, Tim Chancellor, Richard Hawkins, Gunther 

Manske, Patrick Van Damme. 

Introduction of Olga Leuner as a new representative for Czech University of LifeSciences in 

Prague.  

Link to the presentation slide 22 

FINANCIAL REPORT 2019 AND BUDGET 2020 

 

The Financial Report for 2020 present a summary of accounts for the Agrinatura 

Association including how they are managed was presented by General Secretary Tereza 

Slamova in the report send in advance to the members. The report included: Income and 

Expenditure Statement, Statement of Financial Position, Real incomes/expenditures as 

compared with those budgeted, Balance 2020 and Proposed Budget for year 2021. 

 The year 2020 was difficult with regards to the COVID-19 pandemic but overall, 

Agrinatura Association received membership fee from members as well as some unpaid fees 

from previous years generating 40,300.00 EUR income. Project MS FSCC was successfully 

finalised and provisions for unsecure payments, before the final Financial report will be 

accepted by EC, were taken as well as for the PISAI project. New websites were developed 

and successfully launched and transfer to a new server provider was done, resulting in a long-

term decrease of expenditures on website management. Costs of website development were 

taken from the provisions on the website development, and it is listed under PR and website 

development imputation. Historical debt toward EEIG although provisions were taken from 

the year 2019 were again transferred to budget of 2021. This debt was already paid in 

February 2021 and will be visible in the next Financial report. Cost of meetings and Tropentag 

https://agrinatura-eu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Agrinatura-Online-meeting-presenatiton_21_05_2021.pdf
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were significantly decreased this year given the situation, but they are kept same in budget 

in case of future stabilisation of the situation.  

RESULT OF VOTING: The Financial Report 2020 was unanimously approved by the 27 voting members. 

See attached summary of the financial report 2020. 

RESULT OF VOTING: The Proposed Budget for 2021 was unanimously approved by the 27 voting 

members. See attached budget for 2021. 

WORKING GROUPS ACTIVITIES 

 

Each group presented their achievements and offer members to join their circle. Although 

each working group has their own specific objective all groups work in synergies and 

complement each other.  

ADVOCACY WG (CAROLIN CALLENIUS)  

It was a very busy year, many achievements updated Advocacy WG strategy, position paper 

on Farm to Fork strategy, published paper on Food System Transformation, participated in a 

webinar on launching DESIRA, organised an InfoPoint with DG INTPA on 29 March 2021 

"North-South partnership in research and education for the transformation of food systems” 

and started to prepare a dialogue ahead of the UN Food System Summit. Presentation of the 

participants in WG and also call for other new members. 

Planned activities for next year were presented such as preparation of the dialogue event 

ahead of the Food System Summit on July 21 and planning an event for the European 

Development Days (EDD) 2022. 4 – 5 meetings per year.  

RESEARCH WG (TEREZA SLÁMOVÁ)  

Currently lacking the leadership, monitoring of join publication within the Agrinatura 

Association. Main goal of the WG is to provide support and advice for evidence-based policy 

making. 

Feel free to join by contacting secretariat (secretariat@agrinatura-eu.eu) or contact for more 

details. 

COMMUNICATION WG (TEREZA SLÁMOVÁ)  

Collaboration with Advocacy WG mainly on the publications and helping to organise the 

InfoPoint. All the WG has their own goals and objective we are cooperating together towards 

the common goal of the entire Agrinatura Association. Other than cooperation with 

Advocacy WG the Communication WG represented at the ESCAPADE project workshop. It 

has joint activities with YPARD Europe (e-competition). We maintain the relationship with 

partners such as ICA, YPARD, GCHERA. We are developing the Internal Operation Guidelines. 

And finalise the Intranet on the Agrinatura websites where you can find presentations, 
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minutes, logo manual, ect. Feel free to contact secretariat (secretariat@agrinaura-eu.eu) to 

get the access.  

PROJECT WG (PETRA CHALOUPKOVÁ)  

The work of the Project Working group was highly affected by ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Lot of activities were postponed. One of the objective was to create procedures for the 

planning, participation, implementation, and reporting of Agrinatura projects, transparent to 

all members which was done but it will be adjusted to the needs of Agrinatura members. 

Share the lessons learnt from implemented projects of Agrinatura within the consortiums. To 

develop tools for mutual learning from ongoing and past projects among Agrinatura 

members which still needs to be done. Appreciation of the work done on the EEIG projects. 

Both leaders Petra Chaloupková and Didier Pillot leave their positions so there will be need 

of new leadership. Project WG plan to work on the ERASMUS 2021 – 2027 proposals, with 

this Ad-hoc meeting was organised to brainstorm on the possible activities and cooperation 

on ERASMUS 2021-2027, Impact of Covid-91 on closure of education systems in Europe and 

Horizon projects. 

Agrinatura Association will be asked to be Associate partner in those projects.  

Question about the traffic and influence on social media was asked.  

Action point: set up the traffic counting and meters for social media impact. 

OFFICIAL TRANSFER OF THE PRESIDENCY  

 

Carolyn Glynn presented Stephen Onakuse as a new President “we are family”. Recognition 

of collaboration with Tim Chancellor and acknowledgement of the work. Tim Chancellor 

introduced the Petra Chaloupková describing her long-term work in Agrinatura.  

WELCOMING SPEECH BY NEW PRESIDENT STEPHEN ONAKUSE  

Honour for asset the position of Agrinatura with the proud past and assertive future. 

Acknowledge the past presidency and leadership. In the future four years we will continue to 

build on our strength but also take on new direction as the Agrinatura continue lead and 

promote agricultural development activities at the science and policy interphases.  

CLOSING REMARKS 

Inspiring morning, express our appreciation of your presence and activity in past years. We 

have deliberated on the business matters of Agrinatura and changes in Board of Directors 

and Membership. We saluted the outgoing and incoming new members and big thank to 

leaving Presidency. We heard from our new board members insight and experiences how we 

can build further position of the Association.  “I’m confident in our collective responsibility to 
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move Agrinatura forward and to ensure that we lead high up on the national and international 

agricultural agenda”. Appreciation of the great support from our members, international and 

national partners. We highly value each and every one of you. 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2022 

We look forward to seeing everyone in person at the General Assembly in 2022, the 
location will be decided upon the current epidemiological situation in the World. 

 

 

 

Stephen Onakuse,       Tereza Slámová, 
President Agrinatura       Secretary General 
June 17th 2021 in Cork      June 17th 2021 in Prague  
 


