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ZEF’s research work is:

• Trans-disciplinary (economics, social science, 
natural science)

• International (staff and cooperation 
partners)

• Focused  on capacity building in research 
countries (also through Graduate Program)

Trans-disciplinary research bridges the gaps 
between:

• disciplinary research fields

• research and politics

• research and practice.
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ZEF’s reseach themes for global environmental change 
and human development:



Selected research projects

• WISDOM: Water-related Information System 
for the Sustainable Development of the 
Mekong Delta (BMBF since 2007)

• Climate change and adapted land use in West 
Africa (WASCAL) (BMBF since 2010)

• Marginality and extreme poverty (Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation since 2011)

• Cross Roads Asia (BMBF 2011-2015)

• ZEF is Right Livelihood College (DAAD-funded)



Capacity Development 
partnerships in Africa

• Ghanaian-German Center for Development 
Studies and Health Research - Division of 
Development Studies, University of Accra, 
Ghana
(DAAD, 2008-2013)

• Doctoral Programme for Environmental 
Planning and Biodiversity Conservation at 
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 
(DAAD, 2010-2013)



ZEF‘s  Doctoral Studies Program
- facts and figures-

• Since 1999, more than 500 students from 
80 countries have participated

• Around half of them received a doctoral 
degree  within the doctoral program

• Currently around 130 students participate 
in the program

• In the framework of PhD research,  ZEF 
cooperates with more than 100 
organizations and universities worldwide



Origin of ZEF doctoral students 1999-2009 



Careers of ZEF alumni from developing countries Careers of ZEF alumni from developing countries 
(n=141)(n=141)



Selected highlights

• 15 out of 43 former ZEF researchers have 
been appointed to a professorship

• 2 ZEF-alumni received Robert Bosch 
Junior-Professorships

• 5 Humboldt Fellows are affiliated with ZEF

• ZEF doctoral students have received 
numerous prizes for outstanding dissertations

• ZEF among Top 10 of international Science 
and Technology Think Tanks (Ranking by 
University of Pennsylvania, USA)
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