
Philippe Petithuguenin

CIRAD

International Cooperation in the European 
Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation “Horizon 2020” : is there room 

for ARD ? 

9 April 2013
Bonn
Agrinatura General Assembly



HorizonHorizon 2020: What2020: What’’s s newnew

• A single programme bringing together three separate 
programmes/initiatives: the 7th research Framework 
Programme (FP7), innovation aspects of Competitiveness 
and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP), EU 
contribution to the European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology (EIT)

• More innovation, from research to retail, all forms of 
innovation

• Response to societal challenges facing EU society, e.g. 
jobs, health, clean energy…



Horizon 2020: Three priorities

• Excellent science (€ 22 billion)

• Industrial leadership (€ 16 billion)

• Societal challenges (€ 28 billion)
-> Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture



budget proposed by the EC for H2020 budget proposed by the EC for H2020 
33rdrd pillar (Societal challenges)pillar (Societal challenges)

Why:
• EU policy objectives (climate, environment, energy, transport etc) 

cannot be achieved without innovation 
• Breakthrough solutions come from multi-disciplinary 

collaborations, including social sciences & humanities
• Promising solutions need to be tested, demonstrated and scaled 

up

Health, demographic change and wellbeing 8 033 M€

Food security, sustainable agriculture, marine and maritime resources & the 

bioeconomy

4 152 M€

Secure, clean and efficient energy 5 782 M€

Smart, green and integrated transport 6 802 M€

Climate action, resource efficiency and raw materials 3 160 M€

Inclusive, innovative and secure societies 3 819 M€



Sustainable agriculture and forestry (led by DG AGRI): 

«The aim is to supply sufficient food, feed, biomass and other 
raw-materials, while safeguarding natural resources and 
enhancing ecosystems services, including coping with and 
mitigating climate change. The activities shall focus on more 
sustainable and productive agriculture and forestry systems 
which are both resource-efficient (including low-carbon) and 
resilient, while at the same time developing of services, 
concepts and policies for thriving rural livelihoods »

Horizon 2020Horizon 2020
Food security, sustainable agriculture, marine Food security, sustainable agriculture, marine 
and maritime resources & the and maritime resources & the bioeconomybioeconomy



NEW ! Strategic Programming (1)

• Strategic Programme is a novelty of Horizon 2020

• Guidance for implementation of first 3 years of Horizon 2020 (2014 –
2016) by focusing resources on those areas where maximum 
impact can be achieved

• Elements of Strategic Programme:

• Leverage and boost engagement of industry (PPPs, dedicated SME instrument)

• Finance and support for innovative SMEs, especially on key enabling technologies

• Public Public Partnerships to pool resources with Member States

• Knowledge and skills for future competitiveness (Marie Skłodowska-Curie, ERC)

• Adressing the research and innovation divide (linking with Structural Funds)

• 12 Focus areas (key for future jobs and growth)



SP 2014 – 2016 : 12 focus areas

• Personalising health and care

• Sustainable food security

• Blue growth: unlocking the  potential of the oceans

• Smart cities and communities

• Competitive low-carbon energy

• Energy efficiency

• Mobility for growth

• Waste: a resource to recycle, reuse and recover raw materials

• Water innovation: boosting its value for Europe

• Overcoming the crisis: new ideas, strategies and governance structures 
for Europe

• Disaster-resilience: safeguarding and securing society, including 
adapting to climate change

• Digital security



Strategic Programming (2)

• Food security is a « focus area »

• But….

• Top priority of the strategic programming is: 

• «exiting the current economic crisis»

• Elements of Strategic Programme:

• Leverage and boost engagement of industry (PPPs, dedicated SME instrument)

• Finance and support for innovative SMEs, especially on key enabling technologies

• Public Public Partnerships to pool resources with Member States

• Knowledge and skills for future competitiveness (Marie Skłodowska-Curie, ERC)

• Adressing the research and innovation divide (linking with Structural Funds)

• INCO : « facilitate the access to the best researchers and the best 
sources of expertise globally »



H2020 International Cooperation 
overall approach (1)

• General opening: 
• Horizon 2020 open to participation from across the world

NEW list of countries which receive automatic funding

• Three groupings

 Enlargement and neighbourhood countries, and EFTA

 Industrialised countries and emerging economies

 Developing countries

• Provides additional focus to activities: different activities with different country 
groupings

 e.g. cutting edge research/competitiveness with industrialised countries

 e.g. technology transfer/adaptation with developing countries

Countries can belong to different groupings depending on topic

• BRIC will no longer receive automatic funding

• Developping countries can receive H2020 funding



H2020 International Cooperation 
overall approach (2)

• Mainstreaming of INCO in pillar 2 (industrial technologies) or pillar 3 
(Societal challenges):Roadmaps
• Common interest and mutual benefit
• S&T capabilities of partners and market opportunities
• Expected impact
• Taking into account: reciprocal access, coordination with MS, possible deficiencies in 

third country IPR systems

• Supported by horizontal international cooperation activities (foster S&T 
dialogue) and in partnership with Member States (SFIC)



Roadmaps: thematic targeting first!

 Starting point: prioritisation of international cooperation topics within each
Horizon 2020 societal challenges and enabling technologies

 Question: why are we cooperating on a certain topic? Why is this in 
the EU interest?

 Identify areas based on analysis of a set of criteria of the EU and potential
partners:

• Research and innovation excellence

• Framework conditions/access to markets

• Contribution to international commitments

• Frameworks to engage in cooperation and lessons learned

 Policy dialogue with partners countries or regions

 Multi-annual plans for international cooperation for each
challenge/technology + Roadmaps for cooperation with each key 
partner/region



INCO in Horizon2020INCO in Horizon2020

• Receives increased attention (COM(2012) 497 ; strategic 
programming; roadmaps per challenge and 
country/region) but may lose strength or visibility ?

• More focussed (“scale and scope”)

• Caring more for Europe’s own interests

• But should still be aligned with Europe external policies 
and international commitments.

To summarizeTo summarize



Concluding remarks regarding ARDConcluding remarks regarding ARD

• Agricultural Research for Development can be 
supported under H2020

• But proposals for new research collaboration should 

 be embedded in existing policies : RTD/INCO, CAP, Devpt

 be aligned with the bilateral policy dialogue between the EU 
and the country or region (ex EU-AU dialogue)

 Demonstrate common interest (better linkages between AR 
and ARD) and impact (preferably on both sides)

 add value to other initiatives from Europe (especially DEVCO 
programmes) and global (CGIAR, G20…) 



More information:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm

http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?pg=strategy

'Enhancing and focusing EU international cooperation in research 
and innovation: a strategic approach' (COM(2012) 497). 

Thank you for your attention !

Any questions ?

Philippe Petithuguenin
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