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 AGRINATURA GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
 

 September 13, 2012 
 

Meeting place:  
AGRINATURA-EEIG Head-Quarters, 42 Rue Scheffer, 75116, Paris, France 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

GA Members: 

BERG Torsten (AU, Denmark), PILLOT Didier (AGRINATURA President), CHALOUPKOVA 

Petra (ITS, CULS Prague, Czech Republic), SARFATTI Paolo (AGRINATURA – EEIG Director;), 

HAUSER Michael (AGRINATURA Vice President; BOKU, Austria), MARQUIE Catherine 

(CIRAD, France), del DEBBIO Stefano (IAO, Italy), DOBAO María-Teresa (INIA, Spain), 

WESTBY Andrew (NRI, University of Greenwich, UK), CHANCELLOR Timothy (NRI, University 

of Greenwich, UK), GLYNN Carolyn (SLU, Sweden), MIRA da SILVA Luis (Technical University 

of Lisbon, Portugal), BIONDI Luisa (University of Catania, Italy), de NEERGAARD Andreas 

(University of Copenhagen, Denmark), MANSKE Günther (ZEF, Uni Bonn, Germany), Jennie van 

der Mheen (WUR, Netherlands), MAILLET Jacques (Montpellier SupAgro) 

 

Minutes clerk: OPOČENSKÁ Martina (AGRINATURA Association Acting Secretary General; 

CULS Prague, ITS) 

 

Other guests present: 

ALÉ Nelida (AGRINATURA-EEIG), CORTINES Felipe (AGRINATURA-EEIG) 

 

Apologies:  

BECKER Barbara (ETH Zurich, North-South-Centre, Switzerland), BODNAR Akos (Szent Istvan 

University, Hungary), BRAGA DE MACEDO Jorge (IICT, Portugal), DE NONI Georges (IRD, 

France), DELVAUX Bruno (UCL, Belgium), KOLA Jukka (Univ. of Helsinki), LACIRIGNOLA 

Cosimo (IAMB, Italy), MAATMAN Arno (ICRA, The Netherlands), ONAKUSE Stephen (UCC, 

Ireland), RAMSPERGER Barbara (University of Hohenheim, Centre for Agriculture in Tropics and 

Subtropics, Germany), VAN DAMME Patrick (UGent, Belgium), VIRTO Inigo (UPNA, Spain), 

WYDRA Kerstin (Uni-Goettingen). 

             The European Alliance  

on Agricultural Knowledge for Development 
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I. Opening session 
.  

1. D. PILLOT, AGRINATURA President, welcomed all participants and invited guests to 

the General Assembly Meeting 2012 

2. Approval of the Agenda  

The proposed Agenda was approved. 

 Related documents: Agenda of GA 2012 (At. 1) 

 

II.  AGRINATURA Organisation and Workplan 2013 - 2014 
(M. HAUSER, AGRINATURA Vice-president) 

 

1. GCARD 

- Next GCARD will be organised in Punta del Este, 28 Oct - November 1.  

- Several pre-events will be organised, including between 1 to 3 by EFARD or with 

EFARD support, including one on capacity building (organised by AGRINATURA), 

one on partnerships, organised by ICRA, and one on water management and food 

security, organised by CTA with WUR. 

- All pre-events should now be concentrated on Sunday 27. 

- Preparation has been a very complicated and hectic process,  options to reduce costs for 

AGRINATURA are cancellation or merging of pre events.  

- Several AGRINATURA members insist on the need to organise an event to be visible as 

AGRINATURA. 

- AGRINATURA will be represented by: Paolo SARFATTI, María Theresa DOBAO, 

Didier PILLOT, Tim CHANCELOR, and Andrew WESTBY. María Theresa DOBAO, 

Paolo SARFATTI and Didier PILLOT will coordinate the process and take a final 

decision regarding the organisation of an AGRINATURA side event. 

 

 

2. World Bank project of capacity building – Team Africa 

- AGRINATURA has been contacted to participate in a workshop in Nairobi to discuss 

the options taken by the WB funded project on capacity building. 

- General objective: support to a limited number of centres of excellence across Africa (6 

– 10). 

- AGRINATURA insisted that excellence cannot be limited to a reduced number of 

universities and that the support needs to be more equally distributed. 

- Carolyn GLYNN could represent AGRINATURA for future actions and liaison with the 

WB in this regard. 
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3. TAP – Tropical Agriculture Platform 

- Proposed by FAO to facilitate activities and initiatives on field of education, research, 

technical assistance. 

- Developed with consultation of UN organizations with participation of civic society. 

- Initial idea comes from G20, initially carried by Brazil, one objective being to facilitate 

South-South cooperation. 

- A concept note was finalized, the platform is to be launched at during the GCARD 

meeting. 

- AGRINATURA is asked to become a “recognized partner” of the platform. 

The TAP intends to open an on-line market place, high-level dialogue (with government 

and operators), run information systems, and capitalise (learning lessons, monitoring, 

evaluation). 

AGRINATURA members discssued the pros / cons of TAP and of becoming a recognised 

partner. While all members consider capacity development important and welcome the role 

of FAO in this regard, the main risk is the competition with the other platforms that are led 

by the stakeholders themselves, like TEAM Africa. Experience has demonstrated that the 

stakeholders themselves can organise their cooperation. The added value brought by FAO 

is not clear, even not really legitimate as it has not addressed TAR for the last 30 years. 

Opportunities for AGRINATURA will be linked to becoming a recognized partner: which 

means visibility, sharing experiences… 

Main attitude: “we do not know what it means to become a partner” 

Given the variety of opinions among AGRINATURA members, M. HAUSER suggests to 

take a decision among 3 options: 

1.) to turn down the invitation and justify this with the concerns expressed by some 

AGRINATURA members 

2) to become a recognized partner immediately without expressions of concerns 

3.) to become a recognized partner gradually – respond, appreciate the offer, find out what 

will mean the engagement and decide later 

The decision to become a recognized partner is approved by majority of GA members, 

while questions can be raised in the response to FAO. 

 

 

III. Elections  
 

1. Election of a Board member (resignation of Alessandro PRIOLO, Catania University) 

- The only candidate was Luisa BIONDI (Catania University) who is elected a new Board 

member without any objection. 

- Luis Mira expresses its intention to collaborate more with Agrinatura, which could lead 

to take more responsibilities in the future. 
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2. Election of AGRINATURA Association President and proposal of Vice-President for the 

period 2013 -2016 

- There was not declared candidate after the launch of a call at Bolzano and by email. 

- In the recent ten years, the Vice-President has always taken over after the President. But 

there is no such obligation in the statutes. 

- The Board has discussed the situation and it expects that following the strategic 

workshop, further organisational changes will have still to be done in the future. This 

calls for some continuity on the short term and reinforces the advantage to see Michael 

HAUSER becoming President. 

- M. HAUSER accepts the candidacy; he sees his role and contributions in three 

strategically important areas: 

- thematic and positioning orientation of AGRINATURA as a whole; a process that was 

initiated in the form of the strategic thinking workshop; 

- Further re-organising AGRINATURA and its governance in the post-merger phase 

- Representation and (internal/external) communication, moderation   

- M. HAUSER is elected the president of AGRINATURA Association coming into force 

in April 2013. 

- D. PILLOT is proposed Vice-President for the next period. 

 

3. Setting of Working group 

- Think-tank group of members, at least 4 people 

- L. MIRA da SILVA, C. MARQUIE, , M. HAUSER (assisted by D. PILLOT), 

P. SARFATTI (will coordinate the group) 

- Strategic options of reorganization, strategic objectives, priorities 

- Mini report of 1 page should be ready until the February 2013 

 

4. Changes in AGRINATURA Secretariat in CULS Prague 

New Secretary General Martina OPOČENSKÁ is introduced to GA members replacing O. 

LEUNER from October 2012 onwards. Martina will be full time on this position. The 

General Assembly expresses its gratitude to CULS for this highly valuable support. 

 

IV. AGRINATURA Association General Assembly 2013 
 

1. Monday 8th April 2013, Afternoon, Bonn Germany – MAC AGRINATURA-EEIG 

meeting 

2. Tuesday 9th April 2013, Full day, Bonn Germany – AGRINATURA Association 

General Assembly meeting approved  

3. Wednesday 10th April 2013, Morning, Bonn Germany – MAM AGRINATURA-EEIG 

meeting 
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V.  FINANCES & BUDGET 
 

1. Budget 2012 (O. LEUNER) 

Budget 2012 approved 

 Related documents: Budget 2012 (At. 2) 

 

VI. The list of Attachments 
 

• Agenda of GA 2012 (At. 1) 

• Budget 2012 (At. 2) 


