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Agrinatura General Assembly 2020
- online meeting

20th May 2020, Microsoft Teams

Carolyn Glynn (President), Tereza Slámová (Secretary General), Carolin
Callenius (Board member), Petra Chaloupková (Board member), Tim 
Chancellor (Vice-president)
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Agenda of the meeting

1. Approval of the Agenda
2. Introduction
3. Presentation of the results of the 

voting
4. Directors Activity Report presentation
5. Presentation of New members
6. Working Groups presentation
7. Farm to Fork Strategy – Agrinatura 

consultation – COVID 19
8. Discussion
9. Final thoughts



www.agrinatura-eu.eu

Results of the Voting

Tereza Slámová, Secretary General



www.agrinatura-eu.eu

Results

• Q1 Do you approve the Minutes from the General 
Assembly 2019 in Gembloux, Belgium? 

• Q2 Do you approve the Directors’ Activity Report 2019? 

• Q3 Do you approve the Financial Report 2019? 

• Q4 Do you approve Budget for year 2020? 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Results of voting Q1 - Q4; 24/24

Not approved Approved
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Results of voting about changes in 
membership

• Q5 Do you approve Université catholique de Louvain 
(UCLouvain) as a new member of Agrinatura Association?

• Q6 Do you approve the Polytechnic University of Madrid as 
a new member of Agrinatura Association? 

• Q7 Do you approve withdraw of Humboldt University in 
Berlin from Agrinatura Association, upon their request (they 
have fulfilled all their obligations toward Agrinatura 
Association)?  

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Q5

Q6

Q7

Results of voting Q5 - Q7; 24/24
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Board of Director’s Report

Activities of Agrinatura 

May 2019 to May 2020

Carolin Callenius
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Agrinatura’s General Assembly – 2020 

1. To play a pro-active policy advocacy role for ARD

• Green Deal/ Farm to Fork Strategy
• Press statement 19/12/2019 encouraging a global dimension to the Green Deal 
• Dialogue with delegates from DG Devco, DG Agri and DG RTD with participation of 

high-level leadership of Agrinatura member organizations10/03/2020
• EC request for consultation: Agrinatura responded with  ‘Agricultural research 

contributes to the international dimension of the European Green Deal’ 17/03/2020 
• Policy Brief is under preparation
• Info Point public event with Devco cancelled/ postponed due to Corona 

• Advocacy Strategy
• Survey on experiences, expectations, views on advocacy
• Workshop to develop Advocacy Strategy
• Draft Advocacy Strategy completed
• Planned to be discussed at Tropentag 2020



Agrinatura’s General Assembly – 2020 

2. To develop, strengthen and encourage strategic 
alliances, partnerships and networks

Ongoing discussion, representation and collaboration (selection):

• RUFORUM
• DG DevCO
• FAO
• EFARD
• GCHERA
• YPARD 
• ICA 
• LEAP4FNSSA



Agrinatura’s General Assembly – 2020 

3. To organize, facilitate and implement joint 
participation in European and international 
programs and projects.

Ongoing Projects :
• MS FSCC
• SIMPLE
• PISAI
MS FSCC and SIMPLE ended October 2019

Ongoing Projects under leadership and implemented by EEIG:
• VCA4D Value chains project
• EC Support to Technical Assistance for Strengthening National Capacities in 

Food Fortification / Food Fortification Advisory Services (2FAS)
• Assistance Technique à la Coopération Européenne pour le développement

rural du Burundi (ATAB)

New project proposals submitted in 2019
• PASCI 
• Field-Tape 
• Sirena

President’s attendance at a 
project preparation workshop in 
Rome for the so-called CAADP 
ex-Pillar 4 project through 
which DEVCO is providing 
support to FARA, AFAAS, 
ASARECA, CCARDESA and 
CORAF.



Agrinatura’s General Assembly – 2020 

4. To disseminate our experiences, values and 
knowledge

• Development of a new website: to be relaunched soon (incl. photo 
gallery, internal members space)

• Update of logo, logo manual, templates for Powerpoint
presentations

• Development of new PR material and posters

• Publication of 3 electronic newsletters

• Tropentag (Kassel in 2019) : Support to students from non German 
Universities, Agrinatura Prize



Agrinatura’s General Assembly – 2020 

Thank you 

for your contributions 

to these activities! 
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Presentation of the New members
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Université catholique de Louvain 
(UCLouvain)

Yvan Larondelle
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• Funded in 1425

• > 30.000 students

• Comprehensive university

• Five campuses in Belgium 

UCLouvain

• 1250 students

• Louvain-la-Neuve

• 51 teaching staff

• > 400 researchers 
(Senior / Post-docs / PhD)

AGRO Louvain

• Partnerships with 40 
international universities

• Member of ICA & IAAS

• New member of 
AGRINATURA

Networks

• Chemistry & bio-industries

• Agriculture & Food systems

• Environment & Natural resources

• Forestry & Biodiversity

Four Masters

• Commitment to the sustainable use of 
natural resources

• Interdisciplinarity

• Involvement in Southern countries

Vision

• PhD in agricultural sciences 
and biological engineering

• AFEPA, Brewing Engineering

• MSc on environment in 
developing countries (with 
ULiege)

Specialized masters 
and PhD
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Technical University of Madrid

Escuela Técnica Superior de Ingeniería Agronómica, 
Alimentaria y de Biosistemas
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32 Research Groups

3 Research Centres Rural development
Food industry
Biotechnology
Plant breeding
Genetic resources
Animal production
Rural engineering and modelling 
Environmental resources
Economy & management

5 PhD. Programs

400 Professors and researchers

16 Master Programs

5 Grade Programs

Best Spanish university in the "Agriculture & Forestry" list of the QS Ranking since 2017
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Advocacy Working Group

Carolin Callenius
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Why should Agrinatura engage in Advocacy?

Advocacy GOAL

• Orient the European agricultural research and education agenda towards multi-
stakeholder partnerships and pro-poor approaches to achieve the SDGs.

Approach

1. Share information and exchange views: Make information on what happens in 
Brussels available to Agrinatura members and create a space to exchange on the 
position of Agrinatura related to the main challenges and processes of ARD

2. Speak with one voice: Strengthen the internal promotion and organize a joint 
participation of Agrinatura members in consultation processes ; build common 
views and comments on European matters

3. Provide evidence: Publish research outcomes (of Agrinatura and members) for 
policy makers; create places of dialogue, make Agrinatura visible at key events and 
present evidence from research to convince with facts and data

4. Join hands: Link with European networks (NGOs, private sector and academia) in 
raising the voice toward AR4D.
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What did we do
• Survey on experiences with advocacy; on expectations and 

views of Agrinatura members

• Workshop to develop Advocacy Strategy 6/11/2019, Brussels

• Draft Advocacy Strategy completed

• Involvement in Farm-to-Fork advocacy work and in Agrinatura’s
message on Covid-19.

Who we are?
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• Discuss the Advocacy Strategy at TROPENTAG 2020 in Prague
and plan the next steps

• Discuss the European Green Deal and contribute to a policy brief

• Participate activly in the DESIRA Webinar

• Engage in an event in Brussels (EDD or DevCo Infopoint) in 2021

4-5 Online Meetings / Year

Join us now
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Reseach working group - bibliometrics

Joint publications Agrinatura member organizations and 
universities in DAC countries



Click on a light blue country to see the publication list, click again to reset.

Data sources: Publication data from Web of Science Core collection (Clarivate Analytics), DAC countries/ ODA recipients according to OECD 
most recent list, altmetric data from Altmetric (Digital Science).
Web of Science data from 2019 through March 4, 2020

SLU WUR



Click on a light blue country to see the publication list, click again to reset.

Data sources: Publication data from Web of Science Core collection (Clarivate Analytics), DAC countries/ ODA recipients according to OECD 
most recent list, altmetric data from Altmetric (Digital Science).
Web of Science data from 2019 through March 4, 2020

Hohenheim Reading



Click on a light blue country to see the publication list, click again to reset.

Data sources: Publication data from Web of Science Core collection (Clarivate Analytics), DAC countries/ ODA recipients according to OECD 
most recent list, altmetric data from Altmetric (Digital Science).
Web of Science data from 2019 through March 4, 2020

Ghent
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Communication working group
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Agrinatura Communication goal is:

• To develop, strengthen and encourage strategic alliances, 
partnerships and networks with and between the different 
stakeholders (institutions, organizations and individuals) in 
development, both in the North and in the South.

Who we are?



Agrinatura Communication WG activities:
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Become part of our team!

let‘s contribute 
• to Agrinatura visual
• to development of communication strategy

• to build bigger Agrinatura

Tato fotka od autora Neznámý autor s licencí CC BY-SA-NC

Tato fotka od autora Neznámý autor s licencí CC BY-NC-
ND

http://prehospitalresearch.eu/?p=173
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://philosophicaldisquisitions.blogspot.com/2016/12/why-communication-is-needed-for-consent.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Project working group

Petra Chaloupková
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Our objectives:

• To create procedures for the planning, participation, 
implementation and reporting of Agrinatura projects, 
transparent to all members

• To improve the sharing of lessons learnt from implemented 
projects of Agrinatura within the consortium

• To develop tools for mutual learning from ongoing and past 
projects among Agrinatura members

Who we are?
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What we did & will do?

• Prepared templates for AGRINATURA (Obj. 1)

• Projects‘ presentations GA 2019 (Obj. 2)

• Workshop „Horizon 2020“ 07/2019 – low interest by members
(Obj. 3)

Future activities?

• Erasmus 2021-2027 

• Impact of Covid-19 on closure of education systems in Europe

• Horizon 2020 projects

Why to joint us?

• Be member of new project‘s team & share experience with
project implementation
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Farm to Fork Strategy – Agrinatura 
consultation – COVID 19

Questionnaire
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Agrinatura Consultation on the 
future of global food systems in 
the aftermath of the covid-19 

situation 

• 1) How is the Covid-19 Pandemic changing the way you/your 
organisation (and your partners in the Global South) are working in 
research, education and capacity development today and what 
changes do you expect in the future? 

• 2) What can we learn from the COVID pandemic for other silent 
crises (food insecurity and malnutrition, biodiversity loss, climate 
change, water and soil degradation)?

• 3) Where you see that the food system failed in this crisis; 
provide examples of this and of success stories 

• 4) How do you see that Covid-19 could affect the attitude to 
global food production and trade in the short and long run?
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Discussion
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Final thoughts

Tim Chancellor, Vice-President


