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AGRINATURA Association Secretariat 

Czech University of Life Sciences Prague 

Kamýcká 129, 165 21 Prague 6 

Czech Republic 

 

       Angers, 2018/12/11 

 

 

 

Subject : ISTOM application for membership to Agrinatura 

 

 

 

Dear President, 

 

I am pleased to introduce you ISTOM, a French engineering high school whose complete name 

is “Ecole Supérieure d’Agrodéveloppement International”.  

 

Istom is more than one hundred years old. At the beginning, its purpose was to train cotton 

technicians and send them to the trading posts of the French colonies.  It was first established in Le 

Havre Harbour, in France but has moved three times since it was originally founded. Now it delivers 

an engineering diploma which is equivalent to a MSc Level. There are about 100 graduates per school 

year and our graduated students currently work in 114 countries. ISTOM holds the EUR-ACE® 

certification label (European Accreditation for Engineering) because CTI is itself accredited by ENAEE 

(European Network for Engineering Education). That means that ISTOM’s formation is conform to 

European standards of quality.  

 

Its training program is completely orientated towards issues of non-occidental countries and 

more specifically to tropical and subtropical areas of Africa, America, Caribbean areas, and Asia. It 

deals with crop livestock and fish production, food processing and supply chain, quality, safety and 

sustainable development, forest and water management, management and assessment of projects, 

territorial planning management. 

We are setting up an internal scientific unit (Agrodevelopment and innovation in Emerging 

Countries) with a focus on innovation; the second objective questions the methods that have to be 

addressed in order to analyse and accompany rapid changes that sometimes lead to crisis while 

keeping a sustainable vision. This has to be made with a deep respect of the terrain; an empirical 

introduction (by the grounded theory) is also required. One result our new unit has led to is the 

adaptation and the improvement of our training exercises and courses. 

 

We have strong ties with CIRAD and IRD, as well as with Montpellier Supagro. We also have 

an Erasmus agreement with the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague as from this year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the courses we offer you can find value chain and economic network analysis or social 

and economic assessment. This orientation has given the opportunity to students or teachers to be 

occasionally involved in various assessments where Agrinatura was a main partner. For example, last 

year a group of our students worked on the assessment of PAEPARD in four African countries. This 

study was monitored by CIRAD. 

 

We are also very interested in the methodology and the field of application of the VCA4D. 

Combining an economic, a social and an environmental scope in order to analyse how value chains 

are evolving and their potentialities, seems very relevant. It addresses many methodological issues 

that are particularly interesting.  

 

I am confident you will understand that we would be honoured to become a member of 

Agrinatura, and that we have all the necessary requirements. We look forward to what we hope will 

be a positive response. Should you accept our request, we will immediately proceed with the fee 

payment. 

 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 

 

Eric DUCOUDRAY 

ISTOM Director 
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 May 2, 2019 
 

Subject Membership application AGRINATURA association 
 
 
Dear Madam/ Sir, 
 
With this letter, KIT Royal Tropical Institute wishes to apply for membership of the 
AGRINATURA association. KIT is an independent centre of expertise, education and  
intercultural cooperation dedicated to sustainable development. Based at a national 
heritage site in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, KIT focuses on key areas where it can make a 
difference: gender, agriculture and healthcare. 
 
KIT works with farmer organisations, companies, governments, funders and NGOs abroad 
and in the Netherlands to build sustainable and inclusive value chains in the agricultural 
food sector in Africa, Asia and Latin America. With our clients and partners we assess, 
design and study the required interventions and approaches for making value chains more 
sustainable and inclusive. The aim of the work is to realise development benefits along the 
entire value chain − especially for smallholder farmers and the labour market − alongside 
increases in trade. 
 
KIT is always looking for cutting-edge themes, topics and market trends in our work on 
sustainable value chains that we can apply in practice. Sustainable means economically 
viable, environmentally sound, socially inclusive, and community-minded. We tailor 
services to meet our clients’ needs. This ranges from strengthening sustainable value 
chains to providing learning services and knowledge management. 
 
KIT’s strong interest in research and capacity building in agricultural and rural 
development also motivates the desire to join the AGRINATURA network. Presently our 
advisors already have many formal and informal links with members of AGRINATURA such 
as Wageningen University & Research, International Center for Development Oriented 
Research in Agriculture (ICRA), University of Hohenheim, CIRAD, and Natural Resource 
Institute (NRI) through past and ongoing projects and informal networks. Our membership 
of the AGRINATURA association would strengthen this, and facilitate connections with 
others. This would enable more collaboration with European partners, and better sharing 
of knowledge. A second motivation to join AGRINATURA is our recent involvement in the 
VCA4D project, and the need to share data within this project, which would be facilitated 
by KIT’s membership of the alliance. 
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We nominate the following representative of KIT in the AGRINATURA association:  
Name: Froukje Kruijssen 
Position: Senior advisor Sustainable Economic Development & Gender 
Phone: +31611203797 
Email: f.kruijssen@kit.nl 
 
For more information about KIT please refer to our website: www.kit.nl.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require more information about our 
application or the organization. We are hoping for a positive response to our request. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Gildemacher 
Interim Head of Unit 
Sustainable Economic Development and Gender 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kit.nl/
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Head of School 

Professor Julian Park 

BSC PHD 

 

School of Agriculture, Policy and Development 

Agriculture Building 

Earley Gate 

Whiteknights Road 

PO Box 237 

Reading  RG6 6AR 

phone +44 (0)118 378 6686 

 

email j.r.park@reading.ac.uk  

 

 

 

Anna Kroutilová 

Agrinatura 

 

 
Dear Anna, 
 
Following on from previous conversations I submit this letter to request that the University of 
Reading becomes a member of the Agrinatura Alliance. It would be the School of Agriculture, Policy 
and Development [SAPD] that would be the main active member although we have Development 
activities going on in a range of Schools across the University.  If our membership is accepted then 
please add myself as the main contact as a starting point although I will delegate to one of my 
colleagues in due course. 
 
In consulting the requirements for membership I note the following: 
 
Much of the research and education we undertake in SAPD is related to and informed by the 
SDGs. The School has 7 undergraduate programmes and we enrol about 200 undergraduate 
students per year, with our most recent programme being BSc International Development which 
was established 5 years ago. We have a number of relevant MSc programmes including Applied 
International Development, Agriculture and Development, Climate Change and Development, 
Communication for Development and Food Security and enrol about 100 MSc students per year 
onto these programmes. We also have about 120 PhD students in the School of which about 40 
would be undertaking their research in the broad area of International Development. In 2018 we 
had 78 nationalities working/studying in the School, with a strong [and long-standing] 
representation from many African Countries. We are increasingly involved in on-line education 
having launched a number of MOOCs via FutureLearn which are free to access globally with titles 
such as “Our Hungry Planet” and “Climate Smart Agriculture”.  We have recently launched our 
first fully on-line MSc in Animal Science and are planning to replicate with some of our 
Development focused MScs. 
 
Our educational programmes are supported by a well-qualified Faculty, the majority of whom 
have been and are still active “Development practitioners” and we have a diverse research 
portfolio working in partnership with Institutions across the world. We receive research funding in 
the context of Development from the EU, the UK Research Councils, DFID as well as a range of 
charitable organisations. 
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We have an on-going desire to build [further] partnerships across the world as well as maintaining 
strong links with cognizant Institutions within the EU. Such partnerships are of great benefit in the 
context of student exchange and education, staff development and will hopefully lead to strong 
and lasting research relationships and indeed friendships. Thus I hope you feel able to consider 
our application in a positive manner. Our School website gives a reasonable overview of our 
activities ( see https://www.reading.ac.uk/apd/ ) If you need more information then by all means 
get in touch. 
 

Yours sincerely   

 
Professor Julian Park,  Head of School 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/apd/



