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FOREWORD
This year, 2018, Agrinatura celebrates 30 years of translating development issues into a researchable agenda and of including 
development projects within agriculture and environmental sciences into on-going research and education programmes. 
We do so by making synergies of the efforts done in conjunction with our members; the European universities and 
research organisation. We all share a dedication to the goals of improved food security and livelihood on the planet Earth. 

During the past years Agrinatura has built the Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). Agrinatura has further enriched interactions with a sister organisations RUFORUM, 
African Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture, and with SEARCA, the  Southeast Asian 
Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture. A partnerships with The Commission‘s Directorate-
General for International Cooperation and Development (DG DEVCO) has been fostered during the years and we 
keep on building on the perspective foundation. Agrinatura as well as DG DEVCO share the goal of reducing poverty 
in the world by ensuring sustainable economic, social and environmental development via agriculture development 
in the Global South.We fostered our coordination between and within Europe and Global South by partnering 
within our Agrinatura members, European partners and other Global or Territorial organizations and universities. 

We are just now joining forces with other partner organisation to support the implementation of the EU-Africa Research and 
Innovation Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security & Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA). Should our consortium be successful 
in the application to Horizon 2020, Agrinatura member organizations will have the opportunity to contribute to building 
knowledge-based policy work. Our combined experiences will also be useful to support the Bureau of the EU-Africa High Level 
Policy Dialogues (HLPD). Agrinatura’s diversity in knowledge, our participatory approach to development, and our collective long-
term experience and inexhaustible efforts makes us a self-evident partner when formulating international development policies. 

Currently our mission aims on expanding our membership to include representatives from more countries, especially 
in Eastern Europe and from the Balkans. With our broad spectrum of expertise, we continue to focus on key issues of 
research for development. The capacities of Agrinatura members when working together is exceptional and we realize 
that jointly we can better communicate the assets of our member organizations. A task we truly take to our hearts. 

Carolyn Glynn 
President Agrinatura
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU)
Uppsala, Sweden 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
Agrinatura   Network of European Agricultural (Tropically and Sub-tropically oriented) Universities and Scientific  
   Complexes Related with Agricultural Development (from 2009)
AR4D    Agricultural Research for Development
CD   Capacity Development
CGIAR   Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
EC    European Commission
EFARD    European Forum on Agricultural Research for Development 
EU    European Union
ICA    Association for European Life Science Universities
IFAD   International Fund for Agricultural Development
   relating to agriculture, forestry, food, natural resources, rural development and the environment
MoU   Memorandum of Undertanding
NATURA  Network of European Agricultural (Tropically and Sub-tropically oriented) Universities and Scientific  
   Complexes Related with Agricultural Development (1998-2008)
NRI   Natural Resources Institute, University of Greenwich
PAEPARD   Platform for African - European Partnership on Agricultural Research for Development
R4D   Research for Development
RUFORUM   Regional Universities FORUM for Capacity Building in Agriculture
SEA   Southeast Asia
SEARCA  Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture
TAP    Tropical Agiculture Platform
UC   Southeast Asian University Consortium for Graduate Education 
   in Agriculture and Natural Resources
UN   United Nations
VC   Value Chain
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OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVES AND CORE VALUES
Agrinatura is a grouping of European universities and research organizations with a common interest in supporting agricultural 
development in a sustainable manner in order to improve people’s lives. Agriculture will continue to be the largest sector 
in many developing countries for the foreseeable future and will remain a key determinant of wider economic growth, 
poverty reduction and food security. Agricultural research and education will underpin the innovations needed to 
increase production and productivity to feed rapidly expanding populations and help protect the natural resource base 
for future generations.

Member organizations within Agrinatura grouping are actively contributing to the development and dissemination 
of new knowledge that drives innovation forward. The European dimension of the network enables to draw 
on a wide range of multi- and inter-disciplinary expertise and experiences both in Europe and worldwide.

Agrinatura as a one of the members of the European Forum of Agricultural Research for Development (EFARD), implements 
selected programmes on its behalf. It works through strategic partnerships with agricultural research and development 
organizations and, especially, is active in Sub-Saharan Africa where development needs are most evident. However, Agrinatura 
recognizes the global nature of emerging and changing agricultural issues, which affect Europe as well as other continents. 

Agrinatura brings its collective resources to address pressing global issues and challenges in partnership with its 
international partners. It seeks to nurture scientific excellence through joint research, educational and training 
projects. It also continues to advocate for greater support for agricultural research and educational programmes 
that contribute to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations (UN). 

Agrinatura envisages a world in which  all genders are empowered to fulfill their potential and where innovation 
and transfer of new technology generates economic opportunities especially for youth, engaging them in 
agriculture and help them to create sustainable rural communities and sustainable agriculture in general.
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
The strategic objectives have been defined through a highly participative process, involving a vast number of Agrinatura 
members, and building on lessons learned during the first years of existence.

1. To play a pro-active policy advocacy role for agricultural research  and education for   
     development in Europe and worldwide.
2. To develop, foster and encourage strategic alliances, partnerships and networks within 
     and between  the different stakeholders (institutions, organisations and individuals) in    
     development,  both in the North and in the South.
3. To organise, facilitate and implement joint participation in European and international 
     programmes and projects.
4. To provide support and advice for evidence-based policy making, in particular at the 
     European level.

CULS HOSTING AGRINATURA SECRETARIAT
Czech University of Life Sciences (CULS) hosts Agrinatura Association Secretariat since 2004. Giving this, Faculty of Tropical 
AgriSciences (FTA) as a part of CULS plays an active role in Agrinatura network of European Universities and Research 
Centres with special focus on tropical agriculture. CULS benefits from the membership being a full member but it also 
brings other benefits in the form of exchange of information, confrontation of visions, participation in projects funded by 
EU and European and international networking. Agrinatura and CULS together implemented project ASK Asia and they 
are implementing SIMPLE project together with CULS as a coordinator. CULS remains as a project coordinator of ongoing 
ALFABET project where Agrinatura is a partner too. Furthermore, Agrinatura is a full partner in PISAI project where CULS 
will design one of the educational modules and implement it in one of the Asian countries. This project is coordinated 
by Thai university, Kasetsart University (KU) and aims on improving postgraduate education using practical experience.
 
Being a member and having Agrinatura Association Secretariat at CULS, is a great opportunity how to 
improve visibility and awareness not only among the members and partners in Europe but also worldwide.  
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WHAT AGRINATURA DID FOR HUMANITY?

Agrinatura brings its collective resources to address pressing global issues and challenges in partnership with its international 
partners. It seeks to nurture scientific excellence through joint research, educational and training projects. Agrinatura 
advocates for greater support for agricultural research and educational programmes that contribute to the achievement
of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN.

CLIMATE ACTION
SDG 13

“Thinking is the operating skill through which intelligence acts upon experience.” 
(De Bono, 2007)

Strengthening global social concerns on global challenges faced by humanity is good. However, thinking 
should not fall into the trap of sticking to established paradigms. For many of Agrinatura members 
and for our partners in the Global South, aiming at reducing poverty and creating sustainable rural 
development, climate has always been highly variable and just one among many other important factors. 

Agrinatura has a capacity to gather sufficient number of researches and is aware of giving a respect to this diversity 
can not be achieved at individual university level but on global level. 
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RISOCAS (Developing rice and sorghum crop adaptation strategies for climate change in vulnerable environments in Africa)

RISOCAS (Developing rice and sorghum crop adaptation strategies for climate change in vulnerable environments in Africa) was 
a joint project of the African Rice Centre (WARDA, Benin), CIRAD (France), the Institute for Rural Economy (IER, Mali), the National 
Centre for Applied Research for Rural Development (FOFIFA, Madagascar) and Hohenheim. Irrigated rice, rainfed sorghum, 
and rainfed upland rice are three of the most important staple small-grain cereals in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The project aimed at developing coping strategies for increasing climate variability and weather extremes, with a broad range 
of varietal types of rice and sorghum. The objective was to enable policy makers in agricultural research to develop strategies
to adapt African agriculture to climate change.

The RISOCAS project started in 2008 with field experiments in Senegal, Mali and Madagascar and ended in 2011 with the
international conference on Crop Improvement, Ideotyping and Modeling for African Cropping Systems under Climate
Change (CIMAC).

Until now, four PhD‘s, eight post graduate students, and several local trainees participated in RISOCAS field research, 
three workshops were held to implement state of the art knowledge and educate more than 50 participants on existing 
and improved crop models developed by CIRAD.

Project coordinator: University of Hohenheim
Website: www.risocas.de

Agrinatura member organization´s projects
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ALUCCSA (Adaptation of Land use to Climate Change in Sub-Saharan Africa)

The main objective of ALUCCSA was to develop ready-to-use scenarios and recommendations for agroforestry 
and silvopastoral ecosystems on highly-resolved spatial scale for 2 recommended climate projections (A1B, B1)
in regions of Sub-Saharan Africa.

Climate plays a crucial role for land use management, thus climate scenarios for the coming decades on a local scale 
could decisively help to alleviate these problems by 
 1) helping individual farmers in adapting their cultivars to maintain productivity and income; 
 2) upholding the functionality of agroforestry systems in the region; 
and 
 3) giving the right directions of the overall planning in the socio-economic development of project countries. 
The structuring of the entire project into eight subprojects (SP 1-8) follows straightforward reasoning keeping 
modelling and measurement components as key categories. 

Current forms of agriculture and livestock husbandry practices were evaluated in the specific regions and confronted 
with future climate scenarios. The integrating expert views flowed into a profound support tool for adaptation 
of agricultural practices to climate change. The tool provided the information and practical recommendations 
for stakeholders for possible scenarios of land-use development.

Project coordinator: Centre for Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture and Forestry (CeTSAF), 
University of Göttingen

Website: www.uni-goettingen.de/en/about+aluccsa/102807.html
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ZERO HUNGER
SDGs 2

Today, access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food is the primary problem for nearly 900 million chronically undernourished 
people, the vast majority of whom live in rural areas. Meanwhile, the demand for food is likely to double within the next 30 years, 
primarily in Global South, as the current world population of 7.3 billion is expected to reach 9.7 billion in 2050, according to a UN 
DESA report, “World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision”. The global community confronts the enormous task of enhancing 
rural livelihoods and ensuring nutritional security in a world where the population is growing and evolving in consumption
patterns while reversing environmental degradation, rectifying social and gender inequity, and ensuring human 
health and well-being.  

Agrinatura through its members responds to the global food security challenges through research and education 
programmes and projects implemented in developing countries. Much of the research is multi-level, hence address 
farm management as well as policy developments that affect food security of households and whole nations. Examples 
range from research into the development of cropping system designs that helps to increase ecological resilience, 
livestock breeding and management as well as the analysis of food markets at national and international level. 

As food security is a critical cross-cutting theme the majority of Agrinatura member course programmes reflect food and 
nutritional aspects in their curricula and course work. Building European and international students’capacity in understanding, 
assessing and developing actions towards a more food secure future is a critical thrust of Agrinatura´s capacity building 
portfolio. Food security is also reflected in training programs (Agris Mundus Master on Sustainable Development in Agriculture).

Lobbying for bigger and quicker investments into agricultural development as well as market and trade reforms are needed to 
ensure food for all. Agrinatura is a critical voice for more food security research and training investments within Europe,  at national 
level through its members and partners. In all that, the European Commission as well as R4D networks
are important strategic allies.

Agrinatura member organization´s projects

Agris Mundus   (Master of Science Sustainable Development in Agriculture)

Agris Mundus offers seven different training tracks. All training tracks equip the students with general knowledge about the 
development of crops, animal production, transformation and marketing of food products, whereas each of them also has 
specific objectives.
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These 7 tracks were offered within the Agris Mundus framework: 

 • Water Management for Rural Development
 • Safe Production in Horticulture
 • Management of Animal Resources and Sustainable Development in Agriculture
 • Rural Development and Sustainable Management of Projects in Food Business
 • Water Management in Horticulture
 • Food Chains and Development
 • Public Policies and Management of Agricultural Development

Project coordinator: Montpellier SupAgro
Website: www.agrismundus.eu

FARMAF   (The Farm Risk Management for Africa)

The Farm Risk Management for Africa (FARMAF) project aims to improve food security and livelihoods of the rural poor
in Africa by enhancing smallholder farmers‘ access to sustainable tools and instruments to manage farm risks. 
FARMAF was implemented by Agrinatura, in partnership with regional and national farmers‘ organisations in Africa. 
The project, which was launched in 2012 and has a duration of four years, was funded by the EU with counterpart 
funding from Agrinatura.

Three Agrinatura member institutes – CIRAD, NRI and WUR were jointly responsible for managing and coordinating 
the implementation of planned activities. They were also providing technical resource persons to implement the 
proposed action and were able to deploy external resources with relevant expertise, as and when necessary. 

Project coordinator: NRI
Website: www.farmaf.org/en

LowInputsBreeds (Development of integrated livestock breeding and management strategies to improve 
animal  health, product quality and performance in European organic and low input milk, meat and egg production)

Development of integrated livestock breeding and management strategies to improve animal health, product quality and 
performance in European organic and low input milk, meat and egg production was a 5-year (2009-2014) EU Collaborative 
Project, funded under the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for Research, Technological 
Development and Demonstration Activities. The main task of University of Catania as one of Agrinatura members 
was Alternative Feed Resources and Meat Quality Group led by Prof. Dr. Alessandro Priolo and Feeding Behaviour 
Group led by Prof. Dr. Marcella Avondo.
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Main objective of the project:

 • To develop and to analyse innovative breeding concepts
 • To integrate the use of improved genotypes with innovative management/husbandry approaches
 • To carry out economic, environmental, genetic diversity and ethical impacts assessments
 • To establish a training and dissemination program
 

Project coordinator: University of Catania
Website: www.lowinputbreeds.org/home.html

By brokering the contribution of its individual members and diverse disciplines, Agrinatura offers opportunity 
for global perspectives on technical, economic, social and institutional change.

Fuel and Livestock feed for Future 

Although Jatropha seed meal has a high concentration of nutrients, it could not be used as an animal feed because of its toxicity. 
As biofuel production from Jatropha is economically unviable if its seed meal is not used as a livestock feed, the development 
of methods for detoxification of the seed meal is of the utmost importance. This German-Sino project deals with the efficient 
extraction and use of oil, and production of feed grade protein concentrate and seed meal from Jatropha curcas seeds for 
inclusion in monogastric, fish and ruminant feeds. Financial and economic analysis is also being undertaken in this project.

The project integrates complimentary skills and expertise from public and private sector institutions in Germany and 
China, aiming to enhance the economic viability and sustainability of Jatropha-based biofuel production systems 
by introducing innovative industrial and livestock production systems. The findings of this project have global 
implications due to the evidence that Jatropha plantations have been initiated on large scale in a number of countries 
such as India, Madagascar, Myanmar, Indonesia, Egypt, Zimbabwe and Tanzania. 

Project coordinator: University of Hohenheim
Website: www.jatropha.uni-hohenheim.de
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PAVUC   (Producing Added Value from Underutilized tropical fruit crops with high Commercial potential)

The project brings together a consortium of a core group of 8 partners from Latin America and the European 
Union (Belgium, University Ghent, Germany University Bonn, United Kingdom, University Southampton 
and CIRADfrom France) involved in public research and technology transfer activities and a co-participants group 
of private institutions that are part of the selected agrifood chains. 

The main objective of the PAVUC project was to contribute to a sustainable development of the (processed) bio-diverse fruit 
sector in marginal rural areas in Latin-America. Therefore, it focused on 9 tropical fruits which have a commercial potential 
because of their perceived nutritional properties and functional benefits. The tropical fruits included in the project are: 
açaí (Euterpe oleracea Mart.), Andean Blackberry (Rubus spp.), berrycactus (Myrtillocactus spp.), camu camu (Myrciaria 
dubia (Kunth) McVaugh), cashew apple (Anacardium occidentale L.), dragon fruit (Hylocereus spp.),  naranjilla (Solanum 
quitoense L.), palm peach fruit (Bactris gasipaes Kunth) and tree tomato (Cyphomandra betacea C. Martius ex Sendtner). 
Furthermore, creating innovative and more efficient appropriate technologies that will allow optimal assessment 
of their potential, diversification and development of new non perishable products of high quality 
that will meet niche market demands in the global system of international trade.

Project coordinator: University of Ghent
Website: www.pavuc.soton.ac.uk/Default.aspx
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QUALITY EDUCATION
SDG 4

Agriculture, Skills, Knowledge in Asia: Competences and employability of Erasmus Mundus Graduates in Agriculture 
on the Asian Professional Market (ASK Asia) 

For this purpose had been launched a survey on the totality of the EM students graduated to date from selected 
Erasmus Mundus programmes in 6 following countries in Asia (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Mongolia, Thailand and Vietnam).
The survey showed professional data of the EM alumni from Asia. Also, it included a self-assessment of the skills 
and competences acquired in Europe. 

The project allow European and Asian universities to discuss about their comparative advantages in educational training,
and how the specificities required for the Asian job market can be better taken in consideration when 
a part of the training is done in Europe.

Website: askasia.culs-prague.eu/european_universities.html

SDG 15

PROTECT, RESTORE AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE USE OF
TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS, SUSTAINABLY MANAGE FORESTS,
COMBAT DESERTIFICATION, AND HALT AND REVERSE LAND

DEGRADATION AND HALT BIODIVERSITY LOSS

The rapid change in the global environment is brought about by the population pressure in the world. Along with a declining 
productivity in many cultivated areas people tend to interfere to forests for croplands, wood, water, and grazing areas. 
Sustainable forestry and agroforestry management systems, biodiversity assessments, Non-timber-forest products, new 
breeding of forestry species, integrated management practices, cooperation and competition analysis between different uses 
of forest and cultivated areas, higher valorisation of bio-products for a more efficient and sustainable use of forest lands, policies 
for the regulation of the forest uses are among the topics developed at Agrinatura in the field of forestry and agroforestry.

Agrinatura member organization´s projects
SUFONAMA  SUstainable FOrest and NAture MAnagement

Main objective of the project was the global demand for forest and nature resources and the pressures on the natural 
environment. The need to ensure the sustainability of natural resources for future generations has never been greater.  
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ASK Asia analysed how the Erasmus Mundus (EM) graduates in agriculture and related Life Sciences perform on 
the professional job market in Asia, and, secondly identified specific competences and skills that provide 
these graduates with a comparative advantage in meeting the expectations of their employers following 
the education or training period. The research was done in six countries: Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 
Mongolia, Thailand and Vietnam.



The MSc SUFONAMA was a two-year world-class integrated course aimed at qualifying graduates to deal with the enormous 
challenges in sustainable management of natural resources. Five of the best European universities within this field 
are organising the course. The overall objective of the SUFONAMA programme is to provide a top level education 
programme that qualifies graduates to deal with the huge challenges in Europe´s pursuit of more sustainable management 
of the natural resources, management of forest and nature.

Specialization in one of the following topics:
 (i) Conservation and land management (Bangor), 
 (ii) Economic management of forests and nature (Copenhagen), 
 (iii) Forest and Nature Management in a Changing Climate (Goettingen), 
 (iv) Scandinavian and East European forestry (Alnarp), 
 (v) Mountain forestry and watershed management (Padova).

Each specialisation is based on the partner universities’ research strengths and experiences. The specialisation includes 
a master thesis based on research and fieldwork inside or outside Europe.

Project coordinator: Centre for Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture and Forestry (CeTSAF), 
University of Göttingen

Website: www.uni-goettingen.de/en/59550.html

Sustainable Management of Natural Resources in Peruvian

The main aim of this project was improvement of agroforestry systems and production of small-scale farmers. Project 
supported investigation, development and implementation of suitable agroforestry systems that would lead to increased 
diversification and improved sustainability of agriculture production as well as development and implementation of 
simple intermediate technologies for processing of agriculture and forestry products. Also, the project focused on 
marketing of local agroforestry products with main focus on support of products that small-scale farmers produce 
and sell through the cooperatives. Furthermore, the market analysis for some products was conducted as well as 
support of organic certification for a purpose to increase market prices. And finally, capacity building of local small-scale 
farmers, agricultural and forestry experts, extension services, governmental authorities, students and university staff.

This all led to improved agroforestry methods among farmers and implementation of intermediate 
technologies in agriculture and forestry. Also, for better access of local products to the national and 
international markets and organic certification of local small-scale farmers. The technical skills of local farmers 
have been improved and new educational and practical training facilities were developed and introduced.

Project coordinator: Czech University of Life Sciences Prague
Website: www.ftz.czu.cz/en/r-9423-projects-and-partnerships/r-10658-carribean-latin-america/r-

12612-peru/sustainable-management-of-natural-resources-in-peruvian-amaz.html
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AGRINATURA  ONGOING  PROJECTS
National Information Platform for Nutrition (NIPN)

Governments and development agencies are faced with the challenge of selecting the most effective interventions – 
nutrition-specific as well as nutrition-sensitive – to help achieve the ambitious international sustainable development 
goal of improved nutrition for everyone. National Information Platforms for Nutrition (NIPN) is a global initiative 
providing support to countries to strengthen their information systems for nutrition and to improve the analysis of 
data so as to better inform the strategic decisions they are faced with to prevent malnutrition and its consequences. 

Agrinatura became a part of the EU commitment to reduce the number of stunted children by 7 million by 
2025 as a contribution to the internationally agreed World Health Assembly target to reduce the number 
of stunted children by 40% by 2025. The improvement of the knowledge base, information and accountability concerning 
nutrition commitments and interventions is at the core of the EU‘s nutrition strategy. 

The primary objective of the NIPN initiative, funded by the EU, with financial contributions from the United Kingdom 
Department for International Development (DFID) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), is to support 
countries with a high burden of stunting that are members of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement and are committed 
to deliver evidence-based programmes and interventions to improve human nutrition, and to strengthen 
their information and analysis of nutrition information in order to be able to better inform the decisions 
they are faced with to achieve their objectives to reduce the number of stunted children.

This will be achieved by gathering existing information and data and analysing it to help answer the key concerns and priorities 
of governments to improve human nutrition. The concept is that data about undernutrition, on financial investments in 
programmes aimed at addressing undernutrition, and data on programme implementation, be brought together and 
organised into a single nutrition-analysis system  –  a National Information Platform for Nutrition (NIPN). This platform would 
be hosted within a government body with a mandate to compile and analyse information from all sectors, and would provide 
a focus for multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder dialogue around sources of data and information for nutrition and use 
the findings to design or improve evidence-based policies and programmes. Each NIPN is country-led and country-owned, 
and their specific design, scope and objectives are defined by the national stakeholders mandated by governments 
to set up the platform.
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The initiative will contribute to strengthening national capacity to manage and analyse information and data 
from all sectors which have an influence on nutrition and to disseminate and use information so as to better
inform the strategic decisions countries are facing and prevent under-nutrition and its consequences. 

The NIPN initiative is divided into two closely related components: 1) a Global Support Facility (GSF) to provide technical 
assistance to support the NIPN at global level, operational since mid-2015; and 2) the establishment of the NIPNs 
themselves in a number of countries, currently (2018) 10 countries: Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ethiopia, Guatemala, Kenya, Laos, Niger, Uganda, Zambia. The GSF is managed and operated by the Agrinatura EEIG 
and the GSF expertise is provided through Agrinatura’s members. 

The role of the GSF consists of: 

 • Supporting the design and establishment of NIPNs in target countries
 • Coordinating the initiative within and between countries
 • Supporting capacity building and technical assistance
 • Ensuring coherence with the SUN movement and links with other initiatives 

Expected results at global level:

 • Consistency in the principles by which NIPNs operate 
 • Consistency and application of best practices in data quality, management and analysis 
 • Consistency and harmonisation of measurements, variables and indicators 
 • Provision of a method to set up a NIPN with key lessons learnt

Website: http://www.nipn-nutrition-platforms.org/?lang=en
17



18



1988

Natura was established
as Interna�onal Associa�on registered in Belgium 
encompassing a Network of European Agricultural 
Tropically and Sub-tropically oriented Universi�es and 
Scien�fic Complexes focusing on the 
agricultural development. 

Former Agrinatura func�ons :

> Ins�tu�onal reinforcement of universi�es, na�onal 
research centres and partners in agricultural research 
and capacity building for development worldwide
> Alignment of the scien�fic and technical poten�al 
among its members,
> Partnerships between its European member 
organiza�ons and other research and training 
stakeholders in Europe and worldwide,
> Policy dialogue and advocacy for research for 
development.

1989
European Master of Professional Studies

1992
NECTAR

2003
Integrated Agricultural Research for Development

(IAR4D)

Between 1994 and 1999, 
NATURA established UNESCO Chairs 
with Universi�es from Global South, 
on the thema�c fields already 
developed in the previous projects.

In 2003, NATURA, former Agrinatura, 
and ICRA  joined hands 
to raise awareness in Europe and Sub-Saharan 
Africa on the importance of integrated 
approaches for solving complex development 
problems, at iden�fying competence in 
capacity building and at star�ng structuring the 
training supply related to this issue. This 
ini�a�ve was further developed in connec�on 
with the African Forum for Agricultural 
Research (FARA), and led to the recogni�on of 
integrated agricultural research for develop-
ment (IAR4D) as a new methodological 
framework to support innova�on in agriculture.

2009
Forming of Agrinatura

In 2009, AGRINATURA was 
formed by joining NATURA, 
the former associa�on of European universi�es 
dealing with agricultural research and educa�on for 
development, and ECART, the consor�um of European 
ins�tu�ons working in agricultural research for 
development, in order to capitalize on their respec�ve 
strengths and exper�se. 

2009 - 2013
Building the ins�tu�ons

Elinor Orstrom, Agrinatura most presgious colleague, since she got 
the Nobel Prize of Economics, uses to say that instuons format 
our behaviours, especially in collecve acons ma�ers. 

These past years, our community has made excep�onal efforts to 
build its structures, to get legi�mate representa�ons at European, 
African and worldwide level, to promote and discuss the public 
policies on Agricultural Research and Educa�on for Development. 
Universi�es can now have their voice heard and 
respected star�ng from Washington, Brussels, un�l Addis Abeba 
or further.

The crea�on of Agrinatura in 2009 has been a great success. From two diverging organisa�ons, Natura and ECART 
EEIG, more o�en in compe��on than in coopera�on, one unique cons�tuency is now in place, addressing both 
educa�on and research. Moreover, this has been done without loosing the compara�ve advantages of an EEIG for 
running projects and ac�vi�es, and the flexibility of an associa�on to innovate and extend wide roots in a large 
community. With successively Jorge Braga de Macedo and Andrew Westby at the driving seat of the EEIG, 
Agrinatura is now ready to launch the second floor of the rocket: a unique presidency between its two components, 
and even more for developing concrete priority ac�ons.

At the worldwide level, two large events have contributed to structure the organisa�on: the first GCARD held in 
2010 in Montpellier has enlarged the discussion of the research priori�es up to one point that had never been 
achieved before. With the ac�ve contribu�on of the civil society and the farmers’ organisa�ons, the community has 
appeared much more numerous, more ac�ve and more diversified than before. Few months a�er, the organisa�on 
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2018

Nowdays, 2018, Agrinatura 
has  two pillars:

•Agrinatura Associa�on, open to 
all  European agricultural research
•educa�onal organisa�ons, and a 
European Economic Interest 
Grouping – AGRINATURA-EEIG – 
as its opera�onal arm.

At that �me in 1989, a first project launched under 
so-called “Natura” auspices was European Master of 
Professional Studies, an early a�empt to build Master 
courses devoted to tropical agriculture and rural 
development at the European level.

The programme was designed to train professions 
either from Europe or developing countries, to 
improve their knowledge and skills taking into account 
the evolving context of development issues
(rural development, farmer extencion, tropical 
food processing).

In 1992, NECTAR program was established as a second a�empt to integrate the 
supply of European training in regards of the tropical agriculture and rural 
development, in straight line with the European Master. 

NECTAR’s specific objec�ves were to:
• Set up in collabora�on with universi�es from Global South, innova�ve courses 
in the field of agriculture and rural development, addressing most important 
issues in developing countries
• Create and transfer of knowledge to the universi�es of Global South
• Transfer these new courses through the training of trainers from the Universi�es 
of Global South where the courses will be implemented
• Par�cipate in the development of regional Centres of Excellence, by strengthe-
ning the competence of the Universi�es in Global South involved within the 

30 Years 
in Nutshell

19 20



CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FOR AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION SYSTEMS (CDAIS)

CDAIS Mission

 • Contributing to more efficient and sustainable agricultural innovation systems, by identifying challenges and   
     solutions together with farmers, agri-business and consumers.
 • Making agriculture more productive and sustainable, improving the livelihoods of smallholder farmers and   
    helping to increase food security and fight rural poverty.

CDAIS is a global partnership between Agrinatura and FAO on capacity development for agricultural innovation systems.
The project has been launched 2015, the overall objective is to make agricultural innovation systems more efficient and 
sustainable in meeting the demands of farmers, agri-business and consumers. This will help improve food security.

CDAIS operates in eight pilot countries, in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The capacity development interventions in 
these eight countries are demand-driven and integrates development of individual competencies and  organisational 
capacities with policy dialogues. The work will enable policies that promote improved capacity for agricultural innovation 
systems, for joint innovation and the organisational culture, practices and procedures of key stakeholder organisations.
Based on the lessons learnt from the pilot countries, CDAIS will strengthen the global mechanism launched by the G20 
to facilitate capacity development in agricultural innovation in the tropics, called the Tropical Agriculture Platform (TAP).

CDAIS uses continuous learning cycles to improve the functional capacities for innovation in the eight pilot countries. 
CDAIS brings together key partners and actors to address commonly identified challenges and opportunities in specific regions
or value chains. 

CDAIS provides support to the TAP to review knowledge on capacity development for agricultural innovation systems 
and consolidate concepts and approaches into a common framework. This is used to assess and improve the innovation 
capacities of individuals and institutions, and is enhanced through continual feedback through lessons learned from 
national and local actions. This framework, approved by TAP partners in 2016, focuses on functional capacities.

TAPipedia  Enhancing knowledge exchange for agricultural innovation

TAPipedia was developed within the context of TAP, is an information sharing system designed to enhance 
knowledge exchange in support of CD for Agricultural Innovation Systems (AIS). TAPipedia aims to be a global information 
system for good CD practices, innovation outputs, success stories and lesson learned.

Website: www.cdais.net
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VALUE CHAIN ANALYSIS FOR DEVELOPMENT (VCA4D)

The Value Chain Analysis for Development (VCA4D) project was signed in 2016 between Agrinatura and 
the EC -DEVCO C1. The purpose of the project is the delivery of approximately 30 VC studies, and a number of VCA 
updates, based on an evidence-based quantitative analysis toolkit, the “Methodological brief”, developed by the EC.
The methodological framework (MF) is based on the analysis of the sustainability of a VC from 
an economic, social and environmental perspective, preceded by a functional analysis. The VCs are selected 
with focus on food and nutrition security. The purpose of the latter is to provide: a general description 
of the VC, a technical diagnosis of its different stages and an analysis of its governance and power structure. 

The goal of the project is to provide evidence-based elements to answer the four framing questions (FQ): 

 • What is the contribution of the value chain to economic growth?
 • Is this economic growth inclusive?
 • Is the value chain socially sustainable?
 • Is the value chain environmentally sustainable?

This type of analysis is intended to generate information to feed the policy dialogue and advise investments in VCs. 
It will support the EC and more precisely EU Delegations and DEVCO, by enhancing its project management, improve 
accountability, manage reputational risks linked to investments, and ultimately improve its decision-making on VCs
operations thanks  to evidence-based information. This will be relevant in particular (but not limited to), 
envisaged future investment partnerships between the EC and the private sector. In this framework,
VCA4D serve as an instrument to support decisions makers in their investments. Agrinatura members provide 
their expertise and contribute to the achievement of the project targets.

Website: europa.eu/capacity4dev/value-chain-analysis-for-development-vca4d-
22
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What is VCA4D? 

• A long-term 
partnership between 
Agrinatura and 
the EU began in 
September 2016 

• 30+ value chain 
studies and updates 
in developing 
countries

• A toolkit elaborated by EU-DEVCO on 
the basis of existing methods

• A means to provide an overall 
understanding and a detailed assessment 
of value chain operations and their impact 
on the main dimensions of sustainable 
development

• The development of a knowledge & 
information management & sharing system

• Strengthening capacities in European and 
partner countries to undertake VCAs 
and fine-tuning the methodology through 
lessons learnt

 Why VCA4D? 

• To create baselines 
with quantitative 
and evidence–based 
reliable information 
to be followed up 
and updated in the 
coming years
• To provide 
information for 

project management, policy dialogue 
and implementation in line with EU 
development objectives (inclusive and 
sustainable growth, European External 
Investment Plan, AgriFI, etc.)

• To ensure that investments are 
development-friendly when involving 
private sector actors

• To develop agricultural value chains 
which benefit the poor by taking 
advantage of the opportunities offered 
by markets to create decent jobs and 
value added

Credit: ILRI/Srinivas Mangipudi



 PLATFORM FOR AFRICAN-EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP ON AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
FOR DEVELOPMENT (PAEPARD)

The agricultural innovation platform that implements a multi-stakeholders partnership approach

The Platform for Africa-Europe Partnership for Agricultural Research for Development (PAEPARD) is ongoing eight-
year project financed by the EC (80%) and partners‘ own contributions (20%). Its objective is to facilitate multi-
stakeholder partnerships between Africa and Europe in the field of ARD contributing to the achievement of the SDGs.
The project is coordinated by FARA with Agrinatura coordinating the European partners, furthermore, COLEACP 
(representing the private sector), CSA (representing NGOs), ICRA, specialized in capacity building in the field of ARD, 
and other African partners including The African Regional Forum for Agricultural Capacity Building (RUFORUM).

Since 2010, PAEPARD has been working to promote new innovation processes through partnerships, multi-
actors and mediation work between research organizations, NGOs, peasant organizations and the private 
sector. This process allows new projects to emerge or bring value added to existing projects in different sectors.

The PAEPARD partners developed new user-driven brokerage mechanism called the The User Led Process (ULP). 
The concept of the ULP has been clearly defined by all Partners to retain 6 major steps:

 1. The definition by the sub-regional peasant organization of a unifying theme through internal consultations with  
     stakeholders.
 2. A documentary review of the current state of research and development interventions focused on the unifying  
     theme. This review took the form of a desk study or a mandate visit.
 3. An orientation workshop in which agricultural innovation facilitators familiarize themselves with PAEPARD   
     processes in order to facilitate the whole process.
 4. The holding of a multi-stakeholder workshop on research questions (MSHRQW), which validates the findings of  
     the literature review and clarifies the research question (s) related to the value chain as well as The formation of  
     a small group of five to seven members to advance the process.
 5. The development of a concept note that will determine the final step.
 6. The development of a complete proposal and its submission by a small group.

Websites: paepard.blogspot.cz
or 

www.paepard.org
or 

www.agrinatura-eu.eu
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PA E  PA R D
               La Plateforme pour le partenariat Afrique-Europe dans 

le domaine de la recherche agricole pour le développement 

(PAEPARD) est un projet sur huit ans financé par la Commission 

européenne (à 80%) avec la contribution de ses propres 

partenaires (20%). Depuis décembre 2009, elle est coordonnée 

par le Forum pour la Recherche Agricole en Afrique (FARA), 

et ce, jusqu’à fin 2017 suite à prorogation. Son objectif est 

d’établir des partenariats multi-acteurs africano-européens dans 

le domaine de la recherche agricole pour le développement 

(RAD) en vue de contribuer à la réalisation des Objectifs du 

Millénaire pour le Développement. Les partenaires européens 

sont les suivants : AGRINATURA (l’alliance européenne dans le 

domaine des connaissances agricoles pour le développement, 

qui coordonne les partenaires européens de la recherche), 

COLEACP (représentant du secteur privé), CSA (représentant 

des ONG), ICRA (spécialiste du renforcement des capacités  

en RAD) et CTA (le Centre technique de coopération agricole  

et rurale). Parmi les partenaires africains, outre le FARA,  

on trouve l’Organisation panafricaine des agriculteurs (PAFO), 

le Forum régional des universités pour le développement 

des capacités dans l’agriculture (RUFORUM) basé à Kampala 

et le Réseau pour l’analyse des politiques sur l’alimentation, 

l’agriculture et les ressources naturelles (FANRPAN) basé  

à Prétoria. PAFO agit à travers ses membres, qui sont  

la Fédération des agriculteurs d’Afrique orientale (EAFF) basée à 

Nairobi, le Réseau des organisations paysannes  

et de producteurs de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (ROPPA) basé  

à Ouagadougou et la Plate-forme régionale des organisations 

paysannes d’Afrique centrale (PROPAC) basée à Yaoundé. 

La Confédération des syndicats agricoles d’Afrique australe 

(SACAU) est un partenaire associé à PAEPARD.

               The Platform for Africa-Europe Partnership in   

    Agricultural Research for Development (PAEPARD) is a 

8-year project sponsored by the European Commission (80%) 

and partners’ own contribution (20%). It is coordinated by 

the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) since 

December 2009, and extended until end of 2017. 

It aims at building joint African-European multi-stakeholder 

partnerships in agricultural research for development (ARD) 

contributing to achieving the Millennium Development 

Goals. On the European side, the partners are AGRINATURA 

(The European Alliance on Agriculture Knowledge for 

Development, coordinating the European partners), COLEACP 

(representing the private sector), CSA (representing the 

NGOs), ICRA, specialized in capacity building in ARD, and the 

Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA). 

On the African side and in addition to FARA, the partners are 

the Pan-African Farmers Organization (PAFO), the Regional 

Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 

(RUFORUM) based in Kampala, and the Food, Agriculture 

and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN) 

based in Pretoria. PAFO involves its members that are the 

Eastern Africa Farmers Federation (EAFF) based in Nairobi, 

the Réseaux des Organisations Paysannes et des Producteurs 

d’Afrique de l’Ouest (ROPPA) based in Ouagadougou,  

and the Plate-forme Régionale des Organisations Paysannes 

d’Afrique Centrale (PROPAC) based in Yaoundé. The Southern 

African Confederation of Agricultural Unions (SACAU)  

is an associate partner of PAEPARD.
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       Stimulate multi-stakeholder partneships   
   between Africa and Europe

       Strengthen the stakeholder capacity  
   to elaborate and get funded their proposals

       Advocate for funding mechanisms  
   well adapted to the needs of research

      The agricultural 
innovation platform 
that implements  
a multi-stakeholders 
partnership  
approach

multi-stakeholder 

partnerships

       Stimuler des partenariats  
  multi-acteurs entre l’Afrique et l’Europe

       Renforcer la capacité des parties prenantes  
  à concevoir et remporter des projets

       Plaider pour des mécanismes  
  de financement adaptés à la demande  
  en recherche

partenariats 

multi-acteurs

      La plateforme 
d’innovation agricole 
qui met en œuvre  
l’approche  
d’un partenariat 
multi-acteurs

         ULP - Users Led Process 

         PGU - Processus guidé 
         par les utilisateurs

       IF - Incentive Funds
                 Fonds incitatifs

               Analysis of the needs and priorities 
              of the professionals
           Analyse des besoins et de la demande 
         des professionnels 

Identification of the needs  
 in communication and capacity 
   for strengthening and sustaining  
   the partnerships
   Identification des besoins en communication 
   et formation pour renforcer et pérenniser  
   les partenariats
  

                Translation into research  
                  question and identification  
                        of funding opportunities 
         Traduction en questions de recherche  
 et identification des sources de financement

       CRF - Competitive 
           Research Funds                       

Fonds compétitifs  
    de recherche

                    Translation into research  
                  proposal and sustainable  
                                  fund sourcing
                     Traduction sous la forme  
                   de projets de recherche  
      et pérennisation du financement

5 / PGU    19 consortia

17 African and 9 European  
countries / pays

6 000 followers 
under PAEPARD-
Dgroups/ abonnés  
au Dgroups Paepard

>500 participants  
in training workshops or 
writeshops / ateliers de 
formation ou d’écriture

20 Agricultural  
Innovation Facilitators  
trained / formés

55 concept notes and proposals  
drafted / notes conceptuelles  
et projets rédigés

21 project proposals funded  
since 2010 / projets ont trouvé  
un financement depuis 2010

 C&A - Strategy of communication  
       and advocacy, capacity strengthening

  Stratégie de communication  
    et de plaidoyer, formation

Farmers field school in Senegal.   International trade fair for natural cosmetics,  
Germany.

Trichoderma use as biofertilizer and bioprotectant  
   in Burkina Faso.Multi-donor workshop in Entebbe, Uganda.
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AGRICULTURE, CLIMATE CHANGE, TRANSITIONS (ACT)
Master ACT is a top level post graduate training in agricultural development and management of natural resources 
oriented towards the tropics and developing countries when students stay one year in one European university and the second 
year in another country and they get Joint degree at the end.

Master ACT is carried by a team of professionals of agriculture, environment, climate, economics who share a common 
vision. Students gain the competences required for addressing climate change related issues, in general required 
for supporting innovation in agriculture: capacity to handle the technical interactions between the soil, the climate, 
the biological material and the operations undertaken by farmers and other stakeholders, global and systemic vision, 
ability to foresee the changes along existing or renewed  models of change.

Website: www.master-act.eu
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN FOOD SECURITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE (MS FSCC)
The MS FSCC Project is being led by professionals who dedicate themselves in promoting food security
and climate change education.

MS FSCC is a joint degree funded by the European Commission’s ERASMUS + Capacity Building for Higher Education. 
The project is being led by Kasetsart University (KU) and involves eleven other partners from the Southeast Asian University 
Consortium for Graduate Education in Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC); these are Kasetsart University (KU)
in Thailand, Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) in Malaysia, the University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) in the Philippines, 
Institut Pertanian Bogor (IPB) and Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), both in Indonesia and five European partners.

The MS FSCC involves a compulsory mobility of students within the UC. Thus, each MS FSCC student will be enrolled in two 
universities, be supervised jointly by professors from two universities, and have a joint-defense of the thesis. The project 
brings together the five leading Southeast Asian (SEA) higher education institutions in agriculture and life sciences from the 
Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia to build an international graduate degree on the topic of Food Security and 
Climate Change. The MS FSCC helps develop a critical mass of high-quality, next generation of interdisciplinary professionals able 
to address the imposing challenges posed by climate change and food security in their country and the SEA region. The projects 
includes other SEA partners: Chiang Mai University and Prince of Songkla University in Thailand; Nilai University in Malaysia; 
Central Luzon State University in the Philippines; Royal University of Agriculture nd University of Battambang in Cambodia.

A first batch of 17 students joined a Summer School in Yogyakarta, Indonesia in July 2017 where UC and Agrinatura staff 
were involved in the organization and implementation. Eleven students from among these 17 are enrolled in the MS 
program starting August 2017. They started a one-semester mobility in the region by January 2018. A number of these 
students will do another semester of mobility in EU at one of Agrinatura member partner universities in the middle of 2018.
Agrinatura’s role in the project is to assist in the dissemination of project results, mobilize its members which can be involved 
in the implementation of the trainings in the project, and facilitate the mobilities of students from Southeast Asia 
to partner European Universities.

Website: www.msfscc.org

27



SUPPORT OF INTERNATIONAL PLATFORM MERGING LABOUR AND EDUCATION (SIMPLE)

Cambodia (the Royal University of Agriculture - RUA, the University of Battambang - UBB), Indonesia (Bogor Agricultural 
University - IPB, Tadulako University - UNTAD) and Thailand (Kasetsart University - KU, the Prince of Songkla University - PSU).

The overall objective is to encourage the cooperation of academic sector (HEIs) with professional sector in the area 
of agriculture and life sciences in selected Asian countries (Cambodia, Indonesia and Thailand), leading to an enhanced 
employability of those universities’ alumni. Furthermore, to support networking and providing the link among alumni 
and employers by establishing Alumni Centres and Platforms for Cooperation with Professional Sector. Another objective 
of the project aims on development of curriculum at HEIs in selected Asian universities by introducing compulsory internships 
leading to gaining practical knowledge and better skills of the alumni and enhancing soft skills of the Asian students.

Owing to establishment of the Alumni Centres, Platforms for Cooperation with Professional Sector and  Career Days, 
students and university staff will benefit as well as other stakeholders (NGOs, private companies) attending the events 
organised within the project. The most significant benefit for all stakeholders will be networking during the events, career 
or internship opportunities for alumni and meeting potential employers for students or employees for the companies. 

Website: www.projectsimple.eu

The Project SIMPLE is a three year project within the Erasmus + Capacity Building in the Field of Higher 
Education programme running since October 2016. The project is coordinated by the Faculty 
of Tropical AgriSciences, the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CULS) and Agrinatura is considered 
as an Associated partner. The project involves further eight partner universities: Austria 
(the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna - BOKU), Belgium (Ghent University - UGent), 
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PARTICIPATORY AND INTEGRATIVE SUPPORT FOR AGRICULTURAL INITIATIVE (PISAI)
The PISAI Project is co-funded by the ERASMUS + Programme of the EU. The main objective of the project is to offer Double 
Degree Master Program by four Thai Universities with the unique four modules co-arranged with European Partners, 
SupAgro in France, UCPH in Denmark, CULS in Prague and UHEL in Finland, all are members of Agrinatura network. 
The PISAI project was built based on the strength and long time cooperation among Thai and European partners. 
The consortium is composed of Thai universities with strong agricultural disciplines and wide networks among farmers, 
private sector, government and NGOs sector. universities, all members of Agrinatura, are well advanced in agricultural 
knowledge and technology.

The European partner universities, all members of Agrinatura, are well advanced in agricultural knowledge and technology. 
The implementation of the project activities is organized in the framework of five Work Packages. The division of the tasks 
among the project partners is divided according the experiences and skills to accomplish the project activities
with high quality impact.
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TROPENTAG
Agrinatura supports youth and mainly young researcher going for annual Conference on Tropical and Subtropical 
Agriculture and Natural Resource Management, Tropentag, which is hosted by different university each year. 
This annual interdisciplinary conference on research in tropical and subtropical agriculture, natural resource 
management and rural development is jointly organised by the universities of Berlin, Bonn, Göttingen, Hohenheim, 
Kassel -Witzenhausen, Hamburg, ZALF e.V., ETH Zurich (Switzerland), Czech University of Life Sciences Prague 
(Czech Republic), BOKU(Austria) and the Council for Tropical and Subtropical Research (ATSAF e. V) in co-operation with 
the GIZ Advisory Service on Agricultural Research for Development (BEAF). Agrinatura offers 8 travel grants for the best 
students of their member universities who present their scientific posters during the event. Many of the universities under 
the Tropentag umbrella are members of Agrinatura network. The Tropentag conference is a development-oriented 
and interdisciplinary conference addressesing issues of resource management, environment, agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, food, nutrition and related sciences in the context of rural development, sustainable resource 
use and poverty alleviation worldwide each year with different topic.

Website: www.tropentag.de
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AGRINATURA & CGIAR MONITORING OF THE EU FUNDED PROGRAMMES
Since 2008, Agrinatura has been a partner in monitoring, evaluating, and assessing impact of the funded projects and 
generating lessons and evidence to support strategic decision -making. Agrinatura is requested to monitor and assess 
research CGIAR projects which are funded by EC (IFAD). Agrinatura through its members executes a review of projects 
implemented by CGIAR (formerly the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research), and which are solely 
or partially funded by the European Commission (EC), complemented with funding from the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD). In particular, the review focuses on all projects supported by the EC programme “Global 
Public Goods for Food and Nutrition Security: Support to International Agricultural Research for Development - CGIAR 
Component” with the aim of achieving positive impacts on food security, nutrition and poverty reduction. These impacts 
are (to be) achieved by the creation and development of public goods (knowledge, products, technologies, services), 
systems of rules, policy regimes, or a combination of these factors, and by promoting access to these goods by relevant 
stakeholders, such as smallholder farmers or decision makers. The review is conducted by Agrinatura in close collaboration 
with IFAD and the EC. The outputs of the review also include lessons from experience to assist decision–making processes 
for the CGIAR in AR4D design and implementation, as well as to inform future AR4D support from the EC and IFAD. 
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TOWARDS INTERNATIONALIZATION OF LIFE SCIENCES
The collaboration between Agrinatura and the Southeast Asian University Consortium for Graduate Education 
in Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC) started in 2015 when Agrinatura and the UC signed a MoU 
for Institutional Cooperation.

Recognizing the comparative advantage of collaborating towards internationalizationof higher education 
in life sciences and related disciplines both in Southeast Asia and in Europe, the UC and Agrinatura agreed to: 
 a) facilitate academic exchanges between staff and students, as well as exchange curricula and training materials, 
 b) exchange good practices and organize joint/dual/multiple degrees in areas of mutual interest and benefit, 
and ultimately 
 c) execute separate agreements in writing for particular undertakings.

This MoU spurred the proposal for the establishment of the Joint Master Degree: MS FSCC, submitted in 2016 for the ERASMUS+ 
call under Capacity Building in Higher Education. The proposal was awarded funding and its implementation started in October 
2016. Agrinatura and 6 members of the UC (namely: Kasetsart University(KU) in Thailand; InstitutPertanian Bogor (IPB) 
and Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM) in Indonesia; Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) in Malaysia; University of the Philippines 
Los Baños (UPLB) and the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) 
in the Philippines) have become partners in this project and they are in process of implementation. 

As the UC and Agrinatura have common objectives and mutual desire in a number of areas as  education, training and research, 
it is forseen that UC and Agrinatura will engage in more collaborative ways and common projects in the near future.
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AGRINATURA GLOCAL
Agrinatura works jointly with its partners in the field of agricultural research for development and higher 
education mainly in countries of the Global South. International collaboration is one of the key tools. That is 
the reason why, Agrinatura very closely collaborate with regional networks both in Africa: RUFORUM and in 
Asia: SEARCA and jointly contribute to the global development and higher education through the joint projects.



Brought together by the common belief of “more can be achieved if universities and other institutions work together”, 
Agrinatura and RUFORUM joined hands to mobilise universities, research institutions, civil society, private 
sector and governments to address development challenges in Africa through AR4D and higher education.

The partnership between Agrinatura dates back to the early 2000s but was concretised in 2008 when funds for 
joint projects were mobilised and thereafter partnership formalised in 2010 through a MoU. The partnership 
was and is still inspired by the common vision&mission and design the two institutions share – being networks of 
universities and research institutions working together to transform themselves in partnership with other actors 
to enhance development impact through agricultural and related scientific research and training. Universities as outward 
looking institutions can make a huge contribution to the life and success of the nations – through their teaching, 
their research, and their relationships (interaction, debate and collaboration) with other organisations, especially 
mutually beneficial links with the local and national economy and the business community, and their participants: 
meaning those individuals (students, trainees, youth, volunteers, or professors, teachers, trainers, workers, professionals, 
etc.) involved in activities organised by the participating organisations. It should be a cardinal responsibility of universities 
to engage leaders from diverse communities in a unique collaborative process to connect issues in new ways. 
Furthermore, develop a collective vision for a better food and agriculture system and to catalyse action and change. 
African universities can benefit from European experiences to enhance the quality and impact of their work. 

Since 2008, the two Networks have worked closely through their Secretariats and member institutions to 
mobilize 32 million EUR to make transformations in higher agricultural education and research in Europe and Africa 
with spill over effects across the globe. Demand driven regional Masters and PhD training programmes with 
international accreditation were developed and jointly implemented by European and African universities. These 
programmes are training scientists at African universities and research institutions and developing technologies that 
are transforming lives of African rural people. Such programmes include among others Master of Research Methods, 
MSc. Plant Breeding and Seed Systems, PhD in Dry land Resource Management Programme, PhD Plant Breeding 
and Biotechnology Programmes, PhD Agricultural Resource Economics and PhD Aquaculture and Fisheries Science. 
To date, the programmes have led to training of over 250 Masters, 100 PhDs and exchange of over 50 staff 
between African and European universities. The programmes continue to be attractions for joint teaching 
and students’ supervision between African and European universities and research institutions.

The partnership has also yielded research projects jointly implemented either through the Agrinatura
and RUFORUM Secretariats or directly through European and African university members. Various technologies 
including new varieties, value addition technologies for crops and livestock important for both Europe and Africa, 
development of agribusiness and private sector engagement models through projects such as 
Platform for African European Partnership on Agricultural Research for Development PAEPARD, Food & Business Research 
Projects, European Union ACP Science and Technology and EDULINK I and II projects which the both
Networks jointly implemented. 
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Agrinatura
Membership
Agrinatura members are European 
Universies and research centres 
dealing with tropical and subtropical 
agriculture, forestry, food security, 
human nutrion, veterinary 
medicine, fisheries and related 
environmental sciences.

Agrinatura has currently 29 members 
from 15 European countries.
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AGRINATURA TEAM
Last General Assembly was held in Uppsala, Sweden 26. - 28. 04. 2017 where the Board of Directors team was renewed 
and new Agrinatura President and Vice-President were elected.

   Agrinatura President   
   CAROLYN GLYNN

   Agrinatura Vice-President  
TIMOTHY CHANCELLOR
 

   Board of Directors:
 
      DIDIER PILLOT 
 

      TORSTEN RØDEL BERG
 

        PETRA CHALOUPKOVA
 

    LUÍS MIRA DA SILVA
 

   CAROLIN CALLENIUS
 

     STEPHEN ONAKUSE
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