
                                                                                
 

Youth as drivers of Innovation: Interactive Event 
22 November 2018  

18:00- 20:00 
FAO, Rome, Italy 

 
Introduction: 
Innovation has the potential to provide the stimulus for youth engagement in sustainable agriculture by 
increasing its attractiveness, creating decent jobs and providing new opportunities both in rural and urban 
settings. With the rapid increase in youth population, there is a need to ensure that youth are the drivers 
and beneficiaries of innovation in a manner that can fulfil their goals and ambitions. However, young 
people, especially in developing countries, face numerous challenges in becoming successful innovators 
including due to lack of enabling environments, access to finance and facilities among others.  

An interactive session with youth will be organized during The International Symposium on Agricultural 
Innovation for Family Farmers: Unlocking the potential of agricultural innovation to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals1 to identify and convey the key messages from youth on the role of innovation in 
agriculture in shaping their future and meeting their aspirations. It will provide a platform to highlight 
their success and concerns as drivers of innovation as well as contribute with their inputs to the outcomes 
of the Symposium.   

 
Objective 

The 2-hr session on 22 November (18:00-20:00) is designed as a frank and lively discussion with the youth 
in the important area of agricultural innovation. Youth representatives, innovators are invited from around 
the world to join, both online and in-person, and interact with eminent experts and present the key drivers 
behind their innovations, highlight their issues and share their ideas. The main objective is to provide the 
youth community with an opportunity to share their ideas, challenge the outcomes of the Symposium and 
ensure that their inputs are taken into consideration.  

The key messages from this session will be reported to the Plenary on the morning of 23 November.  
 

Format of the Session 

The event will be moderated and webcast.  Interpretation will be available in English, French and Spanish. 
All invited youth representatives will be requested to follow the Plenary and other sessions of the 
Symposium closely and prepare a brief statement with a focus on how innovation in agriculture can offer 
concrete opportunities for the youth, taking into consideration the regional dimensions and gender 
equity.  These statements will be presented at the event by the participants and will be the basis of 
discussion with the experts. The audience, including those following online, will be invited to join in the 
discussion via twitter, email and other social media platforms. Participants will be awarded a certificate of 
participation as a token of appreciation. 

                                                 
1 21-23 November 2018, Rome, Italy  Further information at  

http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/agricultural-innovation-family-farmers-symposium/en/ 

 

http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/agricultural-innovation-family-farmers-symposium/en/


Partnership and Outreach 

The event will be organized in collaboration with YPARD1. It is open to all the participants of the Symposium. 
The agenda, with a short bio of all the participants, will soon be available online at 
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/agricultural-innovation-family-farmers-symposium/en/ 
Interested students, researchers, agri-entrepreneurs from all over the world especially with interest in 
innovation, sustainability and food and nutrition security are encouraged to join online and send their 
inputs and questions during the event through social media channels.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 YPARD : Young Professionals for Agricultural Development https://ypard.net/ 
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