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Background  
 
World food systems are undergoing ecological, economic, social, and structural 
transformations. Some transformations offer new opportunities for small-scale family 
farmers, others cause uncertainty, poverty and hunger: Although small-scale farmers 
grow food for consumers and markets, many farmers themselves suffer from hunger 
and precarious livelihood conditions.  
 
How to turn things around?  
 
At the AGRINATURA Science Days we ask if and how alliances between small-scale 
family farming and agricultural sciences can transform local and global food system in 
ways that ensure food and nutrition security at all levels. We also ask how research and 
higher education become more effective in understanding and supporting 
transformations that bene�it family farming, world food security and wellbeing. And we 
explore how an emerging transformative change agenda �its into the Post-2015 
development framework.  
  
Objective 
 
The AGRINATURA Science Days assemble researchers and practitioners concerned with 
family farming, food security and transformative change in one single forum. They offer 
a unique opportunity for dialoguing, learning, networking and exploring new research 
and higher education partnerships. Results of the Science Days contribute to the 
AGRINATURA strategy and support the International Year of Family Farming.  
  
Format 
 
The AGRINATURA Science Days format comprises keynote speeches, presentations and 
workshops, open space arrangements and storytelling in large and small groups.   
  
Participants 
 
Participation is open to AGRINATURA members, non-members and stakeholders. We 
welcome representatives from farmer organisations, civil society, the private sector, 
national and international agricultural research, and regional and global networks.  
  
Language 
 
The working language during the Science Days is English. Interpretation to other 
languages is not available.  
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Programme 
 
Monday, 5 May 2014 
 

 
18:00 - 20:00  Pre-Discourse  l  Empowering small-scale farmers to 

participate in markets, in cooperation with VIDC and ADA 
 
Tuesday, 6 May 2014 

 
 

11:00 - 13:00 Registration 
 

13:00 – 14:00 Opening 
 

14.00 - 15:00 Key note and dialogue l Small-scale family farming and 
food poverty: Achievements and the un�inished agenda.  

 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee and tea break 
 

15:30 – 17:00 Stories from the �ield l Small-scale family farming and 
agricultural research: learning from transformative change 
that bene�its food, income and the environment. 

 

19:00 - 22:00 Evening reception 

  
Wednesday, 7 May 2014 
 

08:00 – 09:00  Coffee and tea 
 

09:00 - 10:00 Key note l Knowledge, behaviour, power: a transformative 
change agenda for research and practice 

 

10:00 – 12:30 Parallel stream 1 l Interdisciplinary research and multi-
stakeholder innovation with small-scale family farmers.   
Parallel stream 2 l Higher education and new agricultural 
innovation competences for nudging transformative changes 

 

Parallel stream 3 l Partnerships and transformative 
learning alliances of food system actors. 

 
 

12:30 – 14:00  Lunch 
 
 

14:00 – 15:00 Open Space l Post-2015 framework for small-scale farming, 
agricultural research and transforming food systems 

 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee and tea break 
 

15:30 – 17:00 Closing session  
  
 
Thursday, 8 May 2014 
 

09:00 – 17:00 AGRINATURA General Assembly l for delegates only.  
 



 

 

 

Venue 
 

5 May 2014 l  
Pre-Discourse  
 
University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences, 
Vienna (BOKU), Festsaal, 
Gregor Mendel Strasse 33 
A-1180 Vienna 
 

6 - 7 May 2014 l 
AGRINATURA Science Days  
 
URANIA 
Uraniastrasse 1 
A- 1010 Vienna 

8 May 2014 l 
AGRINATURA General 
Assembly 
 
University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences, 
Vienna (BOKU), Festsaal, 
Gregor Mendel Strasse 33 
A-1180 Vienna  

Registration 
 Early bird 

Until 16 March 2014 
 

Regular 
After 16 March 2014 

AGRINATURA members € 50 € 70 
Non-members € 80 € 100 
Students € 20 € 40 
 
The fee includes coffee, tea and lunch breaks and the evening reception. The 
AGRINATURA General Assembly is open to AGRINATURA delegates only. Attendance of 
the General Assembly is free of charge. There is limited space for self-organised side 
meetings on 5 and 6 May 2014. Registration for both events: secretariat@agrinatura.eu.   
Please organise your own travel and accommodation. We assist you with a list of hotels 
and regular programme updates on: www.agrinatura.eu.  
 
Contact 
 
University of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences, Vienna 
Centre for Development Research 
Gregor Mendel Straße 33, A-1180 Vienna 
Phone: +43 1 47654 2960 
cdr@boku.ac.at 

 
AGRINATURA Association Secretariat 
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague 
Kamýcká 129 
165 21 Prague 6, Czech Republic 
Phone: +420 224 382 011 
secretariat@agrinatura.eu 

 
AGRINATURA is an alliance of 31 European universities and research organisations 
working in agricultural research, education, training and capacity strengthening for 
development. Activities of members help to unlock opportunities for farmers to enhance 
food security and improve the agro-food sector in general, whilst reducing the negative 
impact of agricultural activities on the environment. For details see www.agrinatura.eu  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


